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Margaret Sellairs1 

Date of Trial: 21 August 1816 

Where Tried: Cumberland Gaol Delivery 

Crime: Uttering forged bank notes 

Sentence: Life 

Est YOB: 1782 

Stated Age on Arrival: 36 

Native Place:  

Occupation: Flax Spinner 

Alias/AKA: Margaret Wilson, Margaret Sellars 

Marital Status (UK): Widow 

Children on Board: 2 –daughters (came as free passengers) 

Surgeon’s Remarks: Inoffensive 

Assigned NSW or VDL NSW 

  

There had been something of a blitz in the city and surrounding areas of Carlisle in early 1816 to counter the 

increasing incidence of villains uttering forged bank notes. The Carlisle Patriot was pleased to be able to report 

that one cluster of offenders, operating in the Seaton area near Workington, had been successfully rounded up 

and were currently ensconced in the Carlisle Gaol awaiting trial.2 

 

By the early 18th century Workington was an important port. Equally, and dependent upon the port, Seaton, to the 

north-east, had a long history of mining and farming, with the Seaton Iron Works established in 1762 being a 

major concern, the establishment of which led to a considerable population increase.3 

 
Extract of map of Cumberland4 

However, according to a report in the Lancaster Gazette, only Margaret Sellears [sic] and William Green were 

convicted at the Cumberland Assizes for feloniously passing forged notes, and sentenced to death.5 From the 
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prison registers we find that Mary and her sister Susannah were acquitted due ‘no prosecution’.6 

 

Subsequently, and as reported in the Cumberland Pacquet in November 1816, Margaret Sellears, capitally 

convicted at Carlisle for forging and uttering base Bank of England notes, had her sentence commuted to 

transportation for life.7 It was not until May the following year that Margaret (together with Sarah Armstrong, 

another Friendship candidate who had been tried at Cumberland) was transferred from the Carlisle gaol to 

London, the first stage of her overseas journey.8 

 

It was while on board the transport vessel Friendship at Deptford, pending the departure date, that Margaret was 

one of four women who on 4 June 1817 petitioned the Bank of England for some respite of her desperate 

circumstances as highlighted below. The original spelling has been retained in the following transcript.9 

268. [F25/4/42–3] Mary Davis, Mary Lenny, Margaret Sellars, and Barbara Oliver, Friendship transport ship, 

Deptford, 4 June 1817 

Honered Sir the Humble Pertition of Mary Davice who was tride at the County Gaol Notingham and Cast for 

Death But now Going to Leave my Country Leaveing 9 Children and quite Destetute therfor hopes you will Be 

So Kind as to take into Concerderation my pitifull Case Likewise Mary Lenny who was tride at the Winchester 

Last March and was Sentence to 14 years and as Left 6 Children fatherless and Destetute likewise Margrate 

Selars who was tride at Carlile Last August widow Sentense for Life Likewise Barbery Oliver who was tride in 

the City of Drurumn Sentence for 14 years Tranceporttation the Smallides Danation will Be Gratefuly Received 

By your Humbly Pertitioners Being all quite Destetute. 

In response, the Bank provided Margaret with what by then was the ‘standard’ pecuniary relief. It is interesting to 

note that the four petitioners had all been tried outside London. 

In addition … there was usually a payment of £5 (in a few cases rather more) to virtually all women as they 

embarked on the transport ships. This embarkation money would also be paid to women from prisons outside 

London if they applied, having met up with women from London and learnt what might be on offer. It is worth 

remembering the high cost to the Bank of the prosecutions of these prisoners and the fact that they had faced 

charges of uttering notes of £1 or £2 value.10 

Described as ‘inoffensive’ by the Friendship’s Surgeon, when Margaret Sellers arrived at Port Jackson on 14 

January 1818 she was recorded as being a 36 year old widow, a flax spinner by calling, and destined to serve out 

a life sentence, although from the 1822 musters the sentence was mis-recorded as being fourteen years.11 The 

convict lists of 1820 and 1821 place Margaret Sellers as an assigned servant to Mr. Boulton(?).12 However, 

separate 1821 listings for the Parramatta Female Factory register Margaret as an inmate on two occasions. 

Margaret Sells (or Margaret Sellairs), Friendship (1818), William Minchin Esq., Factory 12 months hard labour, 

27 February 1821; and 

Margaret Sellers, [per] Friendship, [committed by] D.W. Esq., 26 December 1821, Factory 6 calendar months, 

[discharged to] John Matthews, 29 Dec 1821.13  

She was still at the Factory for the 1822 General Muster, but the circumstances of her presence there are not 

clarified. It was quite clear, however, why she found herself back there in September 1823. She had appeared 

before the magistrates for being a ‘drunken worthless and disorderly Character wholly unfit to be at large’ and 
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sentenced to hard labour at the Factory, where she was again mustered in 1825.14 

It was not until 1831 that Margaret Sellers was granted a 

Ticket of Leave, as confirmed in the Sydney Gazette of 15 

October. Unfortunately only the briefest biographic details 

have been filled in.15 

On 19 November 1831 Margaret’s name [transcribed as 

Margt Sillars] was added to the Government Labour 

Exemption Register.16 The death of Margaret Sellars was 

recorded in the Convict Death Register. She died on 29 April 

1835 at Sydney. Whoever completed the entry made a 

mistake in recording the age at death as 35.17 

During her time in New South Wales Margaret Sellers 

became involved with at least four men, two of whom she 

married. In choosing to associate with these men was she 

motivated by romance, hoping to enjoy some time as a 

respectably married woman, or were the men regarded as 

her ‘get out of jail’ cards, freeing her for a time from the 

Female Factory? 

The first of these men was John Fielding. At the age of 57 

he had been tried at Lancaster on 1 September 1819, found 

guilty of having in his possession forged Bank of England 

banknotes and also procuring base coin at Manchester with 

intent to utter the same, and sentenced to 14 years transportation.18 He arrived at Sydney on the Coromandel on 

4 April 1820 and was sent to Parramatta to be was employed at the Government Factory at Parramatta and where 

and by 1823 he was the Overseer of the Male Factory.19 In 1826 he and Margaret Sellers applied for permission 

to marry, but they were advised on 7 December that permission was not granted, both being ‘Prisoners of the 

Crown’.20 

 

Margaret had better luck with the application to marry James Williams, which was approved on 17 April 1827. It 

is interesting to note that for this second application Margaret’s age was stated to be 46, the same age as the 

prospective groom.21 

 

James Williams, widower and a blacksmith and Margaret Sellars, widow, were married on 7 May 1827 at St. 

Philips, Sydney. The Reverend William Cowper officiated and one of the witnesses was Margaret’s son-in-law, 

Thomas Scarr, husband of daughter Mary Sellers.22 

James Williams had been 35 when he was brought up before the Berkshire Assizes on 1 March 1813, indicted 

and found guilty of uttering counterfeit notes, and sentenced to 14 years transportation.23 He had arrived in the 

colony on board the General Hewitt on 7 February 1814 and in April 1817 was selected as one of the persons to 
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accompany John Oxley on his expeditions to explore and survey the course of the Lachlan River. For services 

rendered James Williams was one of the party who was granted an Absolute Pardon.24 

His Excellency the Governor has received, with much Satisfaction, the very favourable Report made by John 

Oxley, Esq. relative to the Conduct of the twelve Convicts assigned to attend that Gentleman on his late Tour of 

Discovery in the Interior; and ever anxious to encourage and reward such faithful Exertions and meritorious 

Services, performed under Circumstances of peculiar Difficulties, Privations, and Perils, encountered with 

Chearfulness [sic] and surmounted with Patience. His Excellency hereby notifies his Purpose of granting them 

Mitigations of the respective Sentences, and also of giving them Grants of Land, in Reward for their exemplary 

Zeal and Fidelity.  

With the death of James in 1831 Margaret was again a widow. He had been buried on 3 April, his death registered 

at St. Philips, Sydney.25 

It was as Margt Sellers that Margaret, listed as a 50 year old ticket of leave holder, was party to a successful 

application to marry free man 64 year old John Rice, approval being granted on 19 March 1832. 

 

The prospective groom, born in Devon and a barber by calling, had been tried on 16 March 1812 at Exeter.26 

Convicted of uttering forged and counterfeit notes, he was sentenced to 14 years transportation and, on board 

the Fortune, had arrived at Sydney on 11 June 1813. In October 1814 he had married one Mary Miller, who died 

on 29 January 1821.27 John Rice remarried on 4 February 1822 at Parramatta, his new wife being Margaret 

Kell(e)y.28 

 

Nothing further has been found for this couple, although there is a death registration (not checked) for a Margaret 

Rice at Sydney, for 1828.29 Whatever the circumstances, the marriage between Margaret Sellers and John did 

not proceed. However, the marriage between Margaret Sellairs, and Timothy Lane, the fourth ‘man of interest’ did 

proceed, their application having been granted on 6 December 1833.30 

 

Timothy Lane, of the Parish of Sydney, was 66 and Margaret, of the Parish of Parramatta, claimed to be 52 when 

they married on 17 December at St. John’s Parramatta.31 
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Timothy Lane, born in Cork, Ireland, was 52 years old when, together with 22 others, he was tried at the Old 

Bailey on 9 September 1818, ‘severally and separately indicted for feloniously and unlawfully having in their 

custody and possession forged bank notes, they well knowing them to be forged’. All pleaded guilty and were 

sentenced to be transported for 14 years.32 One of the convicts on board the Baring, Timothy Lane, arrived at 

Sydney on 16 June 1819 and was indented as a bricklayer and fireworker.33 Employed on Government works in 

1820, he was a patient at the Parramatta hospital in 1822.34 He spent some time at Emu Plains before being 

transferred to Bathurst in October 1823.35 It was at Bathurst that he was issued with a Ticket of Leave on 30 April 

1827.36 He gained his Certificate of Freedom on 30 October 1832. For the record, he was then 5’ 2” tall, with a 

sallow wrinkled complexion, grey hair and eyes, and had lost two front teeth in his upper jaw.37 

With Margaret’s death occurring in April 1835 she and Timothy only had a short time together as a married couple. 

Indeed, with Margaret restricted to Parramatta, and Timothy living at Bathurst, calls into question how satisfactory 

was their relationship. Timothy Lane was probably the subject of an 1842 death registered at Bathurst, Kelso 

(Country of Bathurst), New South Wales.38 

What is striking is that all four men with whom Margaret Sellers who entered into some form of relationship had 

one thing in common with each other and with her. All were convicted of possession and uttering counterfeited 

Bank of England notes. 

Post Script 

Mary and Susan(nah) Sellers 

Mary would have been about 17 and Susannah about 14 when, as free passengers, they arrived at Port Jackson 

on the Friendship, accompanying their convict mother Margaret Sellars.39 They had been arrested with her and 

tried at the Cumberland Summer Assizes in August 1816, but both girls had been acquitted.40 

Mary, or Mary Ann as she was sometimes called, married twice – to Thomas Scarr in 1821 and, following his 

death in 1830, to Joseph Thompson. It was as Mrs. Mary Ann Thompson that she was tried at the Sydney 

Supreme Court in May 1834, and was sentenced to 7 years transportation to Van Diemen’s Land. Her story is 

recounted in Bond of Friendship, Part 3b. 

The Population Muster conducted on 11 November 1819 records Susan as Susan Edwards, husband of B. 

Edwards.41 Having received approval on 8 June 1819 for permission to marry, Benjamin Edwards, a gunsmith, 

and Susannah Sinners [sic] were married on 7 September 1819, the event being registered at St. Phillip’s Church, 

Sydney. Bachelor Benjamin’s age was given as 28; his wife was said to be 20, and she was a spinster. One of 

the witnesses was her sister Mary Sellears, and the other was Thomas Vaughan. The only members of the 

wedding party who were unable to sign their names were the groom and bride.42 

Benjamin Edwards had been born in Worcestershire (or possibly Gloucestershire).43 A month or so after Susan 

embarked on the Friendship, her future husband was facing the Warwick Assizes, charged on 2 August 1817 with 

forging and uttering counterfeit Bank of England notes, to which he pleaded guilty and was duly sentenced to 
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death, subsequently commuted to transportation for life.44 He did not have too long to wait before he embarked 

on the convict transport Neptune which departed on 20 December 1817 and arrived at Port Jackson on 5 May 

1818.45 Mustered on arrival, he was described as aged 26, a native of Worcestershire and a gunsmith by trade. 

He was 5’ 8” tall, with a sallow pockmarked complexion, brown hair and hazel eyes.46 

Two months after the wedding Benjamin Edwards was on his way to Newcastle, per the Lady Nelson, as set out 

in a memorandum from the Colonial Secretary’s office to Captain Morisset, Commandant at Newcastle. Benjamin 

had been convicted on 30 November 1819 by D. Wentworth, Esq., and sentenced to one year’s banishment.47 

For Susan Edwards the absence of her husband was something of a relief, judging from the ‘Humble petition’ 

dated 13 March 1822 that, as Susan Selina Sellars, she forwarded to His Excellency, Sir Thomas Brisbane. At 

the time she was living at 38 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Some of the details contradict other records, e.g. her 

age on marriage and the date that Benjamin left for Newcastle. The petition does, however, make some reference 

to Susan’s mother and sister, and reveals that the marriage was definitely not working out. 

The Humble petition of Susan Selina Sellars 

Respectfully Sheweth 

That your Excellency’s Petitioner came to this Colony free at the age of fourteen years accompanying her Mother 

a Prisoner of the Crown for fourteen Years. 

That at the age of fifteen she intermarried with Benjamin Edwards, a Prisoner of the Crown for Life. 

That three months after her marriage Benjamin Edwards was sent to the Coal River for having in his possession 

Government Stores which were stolen. 

That during that short interval of only three months the said Benjamin Edwards pledged nearly all your 

Petitioner’s Clothes to Mr. Thos. Rose of this Town and repeatedly beat, and treated her most brutally as can be 

testified by Capt. Antill and several other respectable Witnesses. 

That on the said Benjamin Edwards’ return from the Coal River he was remanded to the Barracks; and as your 

Petitioner was then in service on that account, and having ascertained that he had a wife in England as well as 

from his barbarous Treatment of her, your Petitioner refused ever again to cohabit with him. 

That the said Benjamin Edwards was lately released from the Barracks by Mr. Wentworth but was again 

remanded for disorderly Conduct on the following day. 

That your Petitioner is at this time suffering under serious Indisposition as will be testified by Dr. Bland. 

Your Petitioner humbly implores from Your Excellency’s Justice and Humanity that you will direct enquiry to be 

made into the Respective Character of Benjamin Edwards and herself. Mr. Wm. Hutchinson, Principal 

Superintendent of Prisoners lately represented in public Court to the Police Magistrates that Benjn Edwards is a 

dangerous and desperate Character very unfit to be at large and can also speak to your Petitioner’s generally 

inoffensive, and orderly conduct, as can also several other respectable Inhabitants. 

Your Excellency’s Petitioner contemplated an early Embarkation for Hobart Town, where a respectable service 

has been provided for her, but has this day been informed that there is an order for sending her into the Factory 

at Parramatta, into Confinement, without any charge or Offence alledged, or found against her and on what legal, 

or sentence she is utterly ignorant. 

Your Petitioner therefore earnestly entreats that your Excellency will be graciously pleased to direct Enquiry into 

the facts here stated and on their being established will order that her Freedom be not abridged but that she may 

be permitted to proceed to Hobart Town to the service to which she has been recommended. 48 

In response, Benjamin submitted the following account, explaining in a somewhat muddled style his side of the 

story. 

I Benjamin Edwards was married to Susannah Sellears on the 7th day of September 1819. When I had been 

married to her about one month I then found that she was not well satisfied with me. I then asked her the reason. 

She informed me that her mother had told her if she would leave me that she could get a gentleman that would 

keep her better than I could. N.B. Sir, before I was sent to Newcastle I had two young men that lodged with me 

and one of them I learned to work or to make nails and after I have learned him he bought some hoop iron and 
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brought it into my shop and a young man by the name of Pugh(?) went and informed the Constables that I had 

got some stolen iron in my shop. When the constables came and found the iron they asked me who it belonged 

to. I informed them that it belonged to Brock House. He then said that he knew nothing of the matter. They then 

asked me who rented the house. I informed them that I did. They then took me before Mr. Wentworth and my 

Ticket of Leave taken from me and received 25 lashes and 12 months to Newcastle. When I went to Newcastle 

I parted with my Wife in good terms and during the time that I was at Newcastle I never heard from her but when 

I returned to Sydney I found that she lived with Dr. Aleran. I then went to her to ask what had become of my 

property that I left behind. I met with her and her sister in the street. I went up to her and asked her if she would 

come to her mother’s house as I would wish to speak to her. She consented. Her Mother lived the next door to 

Dr. Aleran. When we came to Dr. Aleran’s her sister left and went into Dr. Aleran’s. I had not been in her mother’s 

house more than one minute before a constable came in and took hold of me and I asked him what I had done. 

He informed me that he did not know but the gentleman next door had gave charge of me and I was taken to the 

Watch-house and the following morning brought before Captain Piper and he asked me what charge was against 

me and he was informed by the Constable that Dr. Aleran had given me in charge to him but for what he did not 

know. Then he sent for Dr. Aleran and he came and the charge he gave against me was that I had stopped his 

servant in the street and had forced her back into a person’s house and had locked her up in a room. Then Captn 

Piper asked Aleran if he would wish to have me punished. He said that he would wish to have me to be kept in 

Barracks and not to molest his servant any more. During the time that I was in Barracks it was reported that Dr. 

Aleran’s windows were broke and as I was coming from the Lumber-yard one night I met a man by the name of 

Watt(?) and he asked me how I was and said to me I understand that your wife lived at Dr. Aleran’s and I said 

she does but I durst not go nigh for he would put me in the Watch-house. He said to me that he understood that 

Dr. Aleran had had his windows broke lately and I informed him that it was a good thing that I was in Barrack or 

else he would blame me for it. After I came from Newcastle I remained in Barracks 5 months and 14 days and 

then my Father got me out. Then I took a lodging at the top of Pitt-street and I worked for the man that I lodged 

with and during the time that I lodged there it was reported that Dr. Aleran’s servant had been beat in the street 

and he told the woman that it must be me and sent her husband after me and his husband came to me and 

enquired the reason that I had beat his wife and I informed him that I not done so and that he might go to my 

lodgings and enquire if I was out that night and he found that what I said was true. They informed him that I was 

at work until eleven o’clock that night and he not being satisfied he said that his wife would know the man that 

had beat her and we appointed a plan to meet at Mr. Franks’s at the White Hart and when the woman saw me 

she said that I was not the man that beat her before all in the house and moreover she told me to mind myself 

for Dr. Aleran was determining to send me away. Some time after this the woman left Dr. Aleran’s and three 

weeks after this Dr. Aleran brought me to Court and said that I was the man that had broke his windows and 

beat his servant and I was ordered into Barracks and during the time that I have been in Barracks this time Mrs. 

Aleran arrived. My wife was sent away from Dr. Aleran’s and went to live with her sister in York Street and during 

the time that I have been with the Water Carts I have seen Dr. Aleran often at the house where my Wife was 

and one day found him and my wife of the bed together. He then took me by the collar and told me that if I did 

not go away that he would put me in the Watch-house for an insult. I then left the place and went to Mr. Wentworth 

but he was not in the way. I then informed the Constable my business. Some time after I saw my wife and asked 

her if she intended to do anything for me as she well knew what had been sworn against was false and she said 

that she would do all that was in her power for me. I then asked her where she lived. She informed me that she 

live at Mrs. Cooley’s. I then went with her to the house and during the time we were talking Dr. Aleran came up 

to me and my wife and asked my wife what business I had with and she informed him that it was about getting 

him out of Barracks and he informed me that my wife should do nothing for me. That I had been put in by a 

Magistrate and that I should not come out. Some time afterwards I stated my case to Mr. Wentworth and he 

desired my wife to go home with me and conduct herself well. Then Mr. Wentworth let me out of Barracks. I then 

informed him that I had no place for her at present but if Mrs. Cooley would let her stop there I would pay her. 

My wife informed me that she had money to pay her way and was sell satisfied with what had passed. Some 

time after I went to Mr. Cooley’s to see my wife at Mrs. Cooley’s and she forbid me coming any more but any 

one else might come if they pleased. They should have her consent. I have very often seen Dr. Aleran with my 

wife since.49 
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Furthermore, it seems that Benjamin had enlisted the support of the Reverend Richard Hill, Assistant Chaplain, 

who wrote to the Colonial Secretary on 30 April 1822 on behalf of the ‘wronged’ husband, enclosing a copy of 

Benjamin’s rebuttal. 

Sir 

A man named Benjamin Edwards having made several applications to me to interfere on his behalf to enable 

him to recover his wife who has been unlawfully harboured, and kept from him, had, a few days since, sent me 

the accompanying statement, which I now beg leave to hand to you as it is out of my power to afford him the 

relief which his case seems to merit, and, should it prove to be true, I hope that some measures will be taken to 

prevent a repetition of conduct so oppressive and dangerously immoral.50 

It should be noted that nothing further has been found to establish Susan Edwards’ whereabouts after she was 

sent to the Female Factory at Parramatta in 1822. She has not been located for the 1825 general muster nor the 

1828 census. Only one death record has been found for a Susannah Edwards – registered at Parramatta in 

1841.51 However, a corresponding entry in the St. John’s register states that the deceased was 50 years old. The 

fact that Benjamin remarried in 1832 (see below) suggests that, one way or another, wife Susan was no longer 

around by then.52 

 

The two petitions above give rise to a number of points that provide and/or call for clarification. 

 What was Susan Sellars’ age on marriage? 

 What proof is there that Benjamin still had a wife in England at the time of his marriage to Susan? 

 To whom had Susan arranged to work in Hobart Town? 

 How long did Susan spend at the Female Factory at Parramatta? 

 Did she relocate to Van Diemen’s Land? 

 Margaret Sellers had encouraged Susan to leave her husband. 

 Margaret Sellers lived next door to Dr. ‘Aleran’. 

 Who was Benjamin Edwards’ father? 

 Did Susan work as a servant to Dr. ‘Aleran’ or was she in fact his mistress? 

 Who were Mr. and Mrs. Cooley? 

 Who was Dr. “Aleran”? 

The answer to the last question is that Benjamin Edwards had mis-spelt the name of Susan’s self-appointed 

‘protector’, Dr. Halloran, whose full name was Lawrence Hynes Halloran, a somewhat controversial man, who had 

arrived at Port Jackson on the convict transport Baring on 26 June 1819. 

One of the most notorious convicts on the Baring was Dr. Lawrence Halloran a bogus clergyman, schoolmaster 

and journalist, who was born on 29 December 1765 in County Meath, Ireland. In 1818 Dr. Halloran was indicted 

on a charge of counterfeiting a tenpenny frank in the name of Sir William Garrow, M.P., allegedly for the purpose 

of accrediting himself as a curate; when he was found guilty he was sentenced to transportation for seven years.53 

Even before the Baring sailed Lawrence Halloran had presented a petition to Parliament regarding the severity of 

his punishment, the crowded conditions on the Baring, and, more particularly, the treatment meted out to him, an 

elderly gentleman who, contrary to Lord Sidmouth’s assurances, was forced to associate with common felons.54 

He was granted a Ticket of Leave on arrival, he opened a private school in January 1820 and was subsequently 

appointed headmaster of the new Sydney Free Public Grammar School. In April 1822, by which time he was living 

in Phillip Street with his wife and family who had joined him, Lawrence applied for mitigation of his sentence. This, 

together with a further petition in 1824 was apparently disregarded. 
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Returning to Benjamin Edwards, the 1825 general muster finds him as a government employee at Sydney and 

for the 1828 census he was at the Hyde Park Barracks in Sydney, by which time he had regained a Ticket of 

Leave, issued with the proviso that he remain in the District of Sydney. 55 There are three other instances of Tickets 

of Leave issued to Benjamin, gunsmith per Neptune - 29/0131, 31/0468 and 36/0158. It was as a Ticket of Leave 

man that he was mustered as Sydney in 1837.56 In July 1837, nearly twenty years after his arrival in the colony 

and at the age of 45, Benjamin Edwards was granted a Conditional Pardon. Effectively he was a free man, eligible 

to go anywhere except to the United Kingdom or Ireland. Ten years later he was one of ten convicts listed as 

having gained an extended Pardon as promulgated in the Sydney Chronicle of 14 August 1847. 

His Excellency the Governor directs it to be notified that, in accordance with the regulation dated 2nd December 

last, the conditional pardons granted to the undermentioned persons have been so far enlarged, as to permit the 

holders to proceed to all parts of the world, except the country or colony from which they were respectively 

transported.57 

Through Father John Joseph Therry, Benjamin applied in May 1830 for the publication of banns, at the Roman 

Catholic Chapel, Sydney. He stated that he was a widower, a blacksmith by trade who was then residing in Kent 

Street. His prospective bride was Mary Ann Hales (alias Miles), a spinster who had arrived per Competitor in 

1828. As 22 year old Mary Ann Hale, she had been indicted on 24 February of that year at the Old Bailey of 

stealing 1 bonnet, value 2s.; 1 veil, value 6d.; 1 handkerchief, value 6d.; 2 pairs of shoes, value 2s.; 8 pairs of 

stockings, value 2s.; 1 pair of sheets, value 25s., and 1 cap, value 5s., the goods of Thomas Yarrow, her master. 

She was found guilty and sentenced to 14 years transportation.58 At the time the publication of banns application 

was lodged she was assigned to Mr. Walker at Concord, who had given his consent to the intended marriage. 

However, this application was not approved.59 But another attempt in 1832, under the auspices of the Reverend 

Cowper, was successful and the marriage of the couple was registered at Sydney in 1832.60 

 

No children have been recorded for Benjamin and Susan – unsurprisingly given the state of their relationship. 

However, at least two children were born to Benjamin and Mary Ann - Rosanna Ann Edwards, born 19 November 

1832, and Benjamin George Edwards, born 11 May 1833 – who were baptised together by Rev. William Cowper 

at St Phillip’s Church on 26 May 1833.61 Records suggest that, six years after his marriage to Mary Ann, Benjamin 

was again a ‘widower’. An inquest, recorded on 1 December 1838, into the death of M.A. Edwards at Windsor 

determined that she died of natural causes. Mrs. Mary Ann Edwards, wife of Benjamin Edwards, was buried on 

28 November at St. Matthews Church, Windsor by the Reverend Henry Stiles.62 

In 1839 Benjamin once again submitted, this time through the Rev. H.H. Bobart of Parramatta, an application to 

marry. He was listed as now 47 years of age, a ‘lifer’ but one who had by then obtained a conditional pardon. His 

intended bride was Christian Gale (alias Gra(i)nger), a 29 year old convict, a thief of ‘habit and repute’, who had 

arrived on the Numa to serve out a sentence of 14 years on a charge of violent assault.63 While permission was 

granted on 6 March, a notation at the bottom of the list of names reads ‘The consent of the assignee of Gale must 

be obtained before the ceremony can be performed’.64 
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No record of marriage has been located for Benjamin and Christian. However, there are records for an application 

for, and celebration of a marriage, in 1847, between Christian Gale and Thomas Ross.65 Nothing further has been 

found for Benjamin Edwards. 

 

One intriguing piece of correspondence dated 15 February 1825 concerning some documents left with Laurence 

Hynes Halloran by Mrs. Edwards is found in the Colonial Secretary’s Papers. The following letter was written from 

Port Macquarie and addressed to Major Goulburn, Chief Secretary.66 

Sir 

A little misunderstanding having arisen between myself and Mr. Bigge owing to a note incd (inclosed?) from … 

(Boy?) step brother at the time I was labouring under considerable mental suffering from the fear of a separation 

with my wife. I have felt is due to that Gentleman and myself to enter into a fitting explanation by the inclosed 

letter. 

As many opportunities will offer to you that will never occur to me of forwarding the correspondence via Mauritius 

I presume to beg you will do me the favor of sending this and it shall be the last time I will intrude on you. Indeed 

I shod not now take this liberty if I did not feel justified by the recollection of the times in which the Commissioner 

spoke to me of his friendship with you. 

Permit me to acknowledge myself as I am Sir 

Your very humble servant 

E. Edwards. 

P.S. Mrs. Edwards has left with Mr. Halloran some letters to be forwarded to her family and as I am sure Mr. 

Bigge will have the kindness to see them delivered I have more presumed on you by requesting Dr. Halloran to 

send them to our office and I hope you will forward them to Mr. Bigge with this to him. 

While the letter makes reference Mr. Halloran, the letter was written by Mrs. Elizabeth Edwards, wife of William 

Edwards, also known as Alexander Lockaye.67 
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