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John Thomas Gannon was born in Sydney in 1831, the second son of James Gannon and Mary Phelps. Having
been convicted of forgery, and sentenced to 14 years transportation, Irish-born James Gannon had arrived in the
colony in 1820 aboard the convict ship “Almorah”. On 3 March 1829 he had married native-born Mary Phelps, a
daughter of convicts Richard Phelps and Elizabeth Robertson. It is interesting to note that an obituary for John
Thomas Gannon, makes no mention of his convict heritage. Indeed it makes no mention at all of his father; rather
just it does make the point that his mother was native-born.1
John Thomas Gannon commenced his education at a school run by a Mr. C.J. Rayner, at 46 Phillip Street
Sydney.2 In 1841, Mr. Rayner informed the public that3
His course of instruction comprises the Latin, French, and English Languages, with Italian and
German, if required, together with a complete series of Mathematical and Commercial Studies –
preparing his pupils for the College, the practice of the arts, or the duties of the counting house.
He was then enrolled in the Roman Catholic St. Mary’s Seminary, which adjoined St. Mary’s Cathedral and had
‘opened for business’ on 1 February 1838 under the superintendence of Bishop Polding.4 Young John Gannon
was included in the lists of annual prize winners for 1843-1845, his best subjects being History, English Grammar
and Geography.5 Subsequently John was a student at the Sydney College, at the time when Thomas Henry Braim
was the principal, a role that eminently qualified him to make the following observation.6

These insightful comments so aptly reflect the situation in which John Thomas Gannon now found himself –
respectability had masked his convict heritage, and a good education had set him up for the future.
Having completed his education, and decided on a career in the law, John served his articles with George Robert
Nichols and in the office of Johnson and Johnson.7 In December 1857 he was admitted as ‘an attorney, solicitor
and proctor’, of the Supreme Court. At the same time, his erstwhile school-fellow, Edward Augustus Scarvell, was
also admitted. The Bench made special mention of the admission of these two natives of the colony.8

By this time John was a married man and a father. On 12 July 1855 he had married Harriette Mary Jones.9
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Harriette was the eldest daughter of Samuel Jones and his wife Harriett (née Hatfield). Samuel, having retired from
running the Governor Bourke Hotel, had taken up residence at Parkham Lodge, a substantial Italianate villa set in
two acres of land in Bourke Street, in the very desirable area of Surry Hills. When Samuel died on 13 October 1856
it was his son-in-law John Thomas Gannon who was the informant and also one of the witnesses at Samuel’s
funeral.10 At least Samuel lived long enough to welcome his grandson Henry Shuttleworth Gannon, the first child of
John Thomas and Harriette Gannon, who was born at Parkham Lodge on 13 April 1856.11 There was a second
reason for the Gannons to celebrate in December 1857. On the 5th of the month, with the family now living at 425
Pitt Street, Harriette gave birth to their second son, Samuel Middleton Gannon.12
In early 1859, having been appointed a Commissioner of the Supreme Court for taking Affidavits and
acknowledgements in Goulburn and the surrounding districts, John relocated to Goulburn where, as they had
previously planned, he set up in partnership with Edward Scarvell, an arrangement which continued until March
1860 when Edward Scarvell moved to Braidwood.13

Thereafter, over a period of twenty three years John built up a very successful legal practice, both on his own
account and in partnership with others. For instance, In July 1866 he had teamed up with a Mr. T. de K. Billyard,
operating under the name “Gannon and Billyard” both in Goulburn and in Cooma, until the partnership was
dissolved in September 1867. In October 1880 John Langdon, formerly of London and Sydney, joined the practice
which then operated under the name “Gannon and Langdon”. And later, he took on his own son, Henry, as partner
in the renamed firm “Gannon & Son” 14 Apart from his legal work in Goulburn itself, he travelled extensively
throughout the district appearing at the various court sessions representing his various and varied clients. The
travel involved in covering the legal circuit must have been arduous, and in some cases dangerous.15
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In taking on cases, his preferred approach was conciliatory rather than confrontational -16
… always preferring his client’s interests to his own, and promoting amicable arrangements between
intending litigants wherever possible.
Further -17
The large practice which he enjoyed as a solicitor brought him into contact with many poor people,
and it was no common thing for him when he found a case of real distress to give his services
gratuitously. He was esteemed by all classes for his probity, and there were many who entertained
for him a deeper feeling than that of esteem.
But it was for his contribution as “the best public man that this city has ever possessed”, that John Thomas Gannon
would be best remembered.18
It is almost impossible to point to any local institution in the history of [Goulburn] of which he has not
left a broad mark. He was no mere dallier. He was not content to simply attend a meeting two or
three times in the course of a year or have his name placed on a committee and never attend. When
he undertook a thing he carried it out thoroughly – he worked, and worked better than a dozen paid
servants would do. There is no grade in which he has not exerted himself, and in all he has left behind
him the record of an earnest and conscientious laborer. He is the father of the Hospital. For years he
toiled for it as honorary secretary, and at last had the satisfaction of seeing it occupy the place in
public attention which it deserved. He then became president, and even in that usually ornamental
position he was still ever on the alert to give a helping hand to the institution … The Mechanics’
Institute stands forth as another monument of the deep interest he took in all matters which were
good in their aims and intentions. For some time he was honorary secretary, and threw into his work
the usual amount of energy. In this instance, too, he had the satisfaction of seeing the institution take
that place in public estimation which it deserved. For many years past he has filled the position of
President … He served a term in the Borough Council and was more than once Mayor. In his capacity
as a civic father he was distinguished by his devotion to his duties. In December, 1881, Mr. Gannon
reached the crowning honor of his public career in a seat in Parliament. On the death of Mr. P.G.
Myers he offered his services to the electors of Argyle, and was elected, defeating Mr. L.F. Heydon
by over 100 votes. At the general election in 1882 Mr. Gannon was placed at the head of the poll by
a decisive majority, the numbers being Gannon 1323, Holborrow 825, Ranken 748 … We have given
an outline of the principal labours of his life; but it would be impossible to enumerate the many public
matters in which during the course of his thirty years’ residence in the city he interested himself.
In addition, his appointment having been gazetted in June 1867, John Gannon served for twenty years as the senior
trustee of the Goulburn branch of the New South Wales Savings’ Bank.19 John was evidently a keen gardener, and
was a member of the Goulburn Horticultural Society. His name appears in various accounts of the Society’s shows,
both as judge and exhibitor.20
In 1863 John Gannon had been appointed as the agent for the Richland Estate at Taralga, a property of 20,000
acres, owned by the Macarthurs, and subdivided into a number of tenant farms, the rentals from which, by 1881,
amounted to about £1200 per year. This was quite a feather in the cap of a young legal practitioner man wishing to
establish himself and his credentials. As he himself said, he thought it might help his position to have such an
agency. It was a great disappointment to him, therefore, when without notice or apparent cause, Lady Macarthur
advised him by letter from England dated 16 May 1881, that his services were no longer required. Equally
disappointed were the tenant farmers who, on 30 August 1881, held a banquet in his honour, and presented him
with a copy of an address (which was then being “artistically illuminated in Goulburn”).21
To John Thomas Gannon, Esq.
Dear Mr Gannon, the tenants on the Richland’s estate having heard, with regret, that the cord which
bound you to them as their agent is being severed, have the honour to approach you and tender their
heartfelt thanks for your universal kindness and goodness. The long standing term during which you
efficiently administered the affairs of this estate, has been noteworthily marked by the spirit of fair
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play displayed towards us, to be only equalled by your prudent forbearance of same, thereby securing
the rents of the estate to the landlady. Nor can we let this opportunity escape us of expressing our
deep-felt sympathy for you inasmuch as we consider that you have been ungraciously dealt with.
Your efficient management deserved better treatment; and let us but express the sentiments of our
minds when we say to you that we are the parties who are likely to suffer by the change. We shall
never forget you, though removed from us, and we can only pray that the giver of all blessings will
protect you and your family, and prolong your life for many more acts of usefulness and goodness.
Indeed, even before the Banquet, the tenant farmers had voiced their concerns according to “A Correspondent”
reporting from Taralga in July.22
When entering Taralga the other day I was struck with astonishment at the funereal aspect of some
of the inhabitants, especially the McArthur portion of them, a good many of whom I met. On inquiring
into the cause of this dolefulness, I learned that news had just reached them that the agency of the
McArthur estate here had passed away from Mr. J.T. Gannon. The good qualities of Mr. Gannon
must have prompted the people to give vent to their feelings thus –
“Yes, and Mr. Gannon through his long management of the estate, through his courtesy as a
gentleman, his consideration of some of the poorer tenants, giving them time to pay their rents, and
his every act whilst coming amongst us, has endeared him to even the children of the tenantry,
making his name a household word, and the memory of this good man will not die away, but be
fondly cherished and preserved during the present generation.” I am a detester of adulation but a
staunch believer in merit having its reward. I have lived adjoining the estate a good many years, and
hence speak from experience, and fearlessly say Taralga people have, I fear, sustained an
irreparable loss. Mr. Gannon had not one enemy in the district – his word was the people’s fiat; the
change will not lessen him in our estimation, and whenever again he comes amongst us he will
receive the same. “Céad mille fáilthe”.23
While John Gannon was involved in his legal and civic activities his wife Harriette was managing the household. In
addition to the two sons born in Sydney, the Gannons had three more children born in Goulburn – two sons and a
daughter. Arthur Goulburn Gannon was born on 19 October 1859; Ada Annie Gannon on 16 September 1861; and
the youngest, Percy William Gannon on 26 December 1864.24 When Arthur was born the family was living at the
New Buildings, Montague Street. The other two babies were born at the Gannon residence in Bourke Street. Family
and friends in Sydney would have read about the new arrivals in the Sydney press.25 Unless embroiled in some
scandal, the newspapers gave scant attention to wives and mothers. However, Harriette did get a mention as a
successful exhibitor at the 1865 Horticultural Society’s Exhibition at which she won prizes for her jam and samples
of wine, the latter being “considered as very good and creditable to the district”.26
At various times Harriette advertised for help in the running her busy household. For instance, in October 1862,
Mrs. J.T. Gannon of Bourke Street was looking to employ a Nursemaid - “must have good references”. In April
1863 she sought a General Servant and later that year, in November, she advertised for “A Female Cook for the
Country”. The services of a “Girl to make herself generally useful” and a “Needlewoman, who could either take
sewing home or work at the residence” of Mrs Gannon at Church Hill, were sought in August 1870. An
advertisement for a General Servant who understood cooking, but who would not be required to do the laundry –
“Washing all given out” – was placed in the local paper in May 1871. On behalf of her husband, In April 1871
Harriette also advertised for a “Respectable Woman as office-cleaner”.27 John Gannon, too, required some help,
advertising in February 1871 for “A Respectable Youth”, who understood horses and could make himself useful
about the residence at Church Hill.28
We know, from a list of those entitled to vote in January 1866, as published in the Goulburn Herald and Chronicle,
that the Gannon family was then still living in Bourke Street.29 It was a year later that P. Dignam and Co. gave notice
of an auction to be held at Payten’s Commercial Hotel on 6 February 1867 at which the Gannon’s “Handsome
Family Residence” was one of the properties up for sale.30
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For whatever reason, the house did not sell at the auction and, “now occupied by J.T. Gannon, Esq”, was still being
advertised for let in August 1867. However, by October 1867, and still for let, it was listed as “recently occupied by
J.T. Gannon, Esq.” The Gannons lived for a year or so, probably as tenants, at “Riversdale”, in Maud Street, which
had at one time been a coaching inn, before relocating to Church Hill by 1870.31 At that time salubrious Church Hill
afforded a sweeping view of the township as evidenced by the following newspaper item.32

It was at Church Hill that, on 11 July 1871, Harriette Mary Gannon died at the age of just 36.33
GANNON – July 11, at her late residence, Church-hill, Goulburn, Harriet [sic] Mary, the beloved wife
of J.T. Gannon, Esq, solicitor, and eldest daughter of the late Mr. Samuel Jones, of this city, in the
36th year of her age.
This must have been a severe blow to the family, particularly for John, now a widower and sole parent. The three
older boys (Henry, Samuel and Arthur) would have been respectively aged 15, 13 and 11, and the two younger
children (Ada and Percy) aged 9 and 6 when they lost their mother. It is possible that two of Harriette’s then
unmarried sisters came to Goulburn to help John manage his domestic affairs, if they were the Misses Jones who
had undertaken to assist with the 1873 Goulburn Hospital Bazaar.34
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And again, John Gannon was on the look-out for some “outdoor” assistance. In October 1872 he advertised for a
“Generally Useful Lad” who was able to drive; in September 1873 for “A Smart Lad” able to make himself useful;
and in December 1874 for “A boy” able to drive and make himself useful.35
Towards the end of 1874, one lad who was not available to drive nor to make himself useful was John’s own son
Samuel, who clearly was proving to be (and would continue to be) rather troublesome. So much so that his father
was obliged to place the following notice in the Sydney Morning Herald.36
CAUTION – My Second SON (Samuel) having absconded from home, all persons are cautioned
against HARBOURING him, or giving him CREDIT on Account. J.T. GANNON, Goulburn.
John Gannon had been in legal practice in Goulburn for twenty-two years when he was nominated as a candidate
for the by-election for the parliamentary seat of Argyle, caused by the death in November 1881 of the sitting member
Philip Myers. His first meeting with the electors was held at the Goulburn Mechanic’s Institute on 24 November
1881, at which he delivered “a lengthy address on the leading local and political subjects of the day” to a “most
attentive and enthusiastic audience”.37 In his introductory remarks he noted that this was the seventh time he had
been asked to represent various constituencies in the colony, but previously “he had not much time for it” and he
had been warned that standing for election might be “detrimental to him in his practice and to his pocket”. It is
interesting to note what issues were of particular interest and concern to him.


He was prepared to support the present education system;



He was opposed to Chinese people “coming here in shiploads”, and would support measures to restrain
their ingress;



The Licensing Bill would also have his support as he felt sure that the “respectable publicans in this city
would all welcome a clause by which they would enjoy a day of rest on Sunday”;



He would be in favour of a new Land Bill to replace the current law which “was in a terrible muddle” and
which would deal “fairly with the squatters and justly with the selectors”.

With regard to local matters –


A tramway was urgently needed at Taralga and Crookwell;



Railway freight rates for produce should be reduced and rationalised - e.g. charges for produce such as
potatoes should not be higher than that for wool and grain;



The special weekend excursion train from Sydney to Mossvale (leaving on Saturday and returning on
Monday), having dropped off its passengers, should then come on to Goulburn where the railway staff
could spend some time;



The district court procedures needed reforming. He cited in particular the expensive time-wasting petty
cases of cattle trespass, and proposed a time-limit clause in the Impounding Act for recovery of trespass
damages;



Ensure a bridge was erected in the old township for which £4,000 had been voted in but had yet to be
expended;



To speed up procedures relating to land holding matters, he advocated the appointment of a Lands
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Officer, separate from the Clerk of the Bench;


Necessity for a municipal water supply;



Ensure the clock, planned for the Town Hall, for which £600 had been allocated, was put up;



For the convenience of the people of Goulburn, seek to have £30,000 allocated for centralised and cosited public buildings;



Advocated the establishment of a railway progress committee to deal with such matters as freight rates
and excursion trains.

In closing, he trusted that the electors would support him if they considered “his professions were honourable and
his intentions just”. He did not intend to influence their minds in any way by running down his opponents, but would
fight the election on his own merits, and rest his claims purely on the personal knowledge of his past services. The
key planks of John Gannon’s platform must have reflected the concerns of the majority of electors because, as
noted above, he was successful, and the newly elected member for Argyle took up his seat in the Legislative
Assembly on 19 December 1881. Twelve months later, for the 1882 general election, John Gannon again put
himself forward as a candidate for the seat of Argyle and once again, with a substantial majority, was returned.38
John Gannon juggled his time between his parliamentary work and his legal practice. He was assisted in the latter
by his then partner John James Langdon but, when this partnership was dissolved in August 1882, John advised
the readers of the Goulburn Evening Penny Post that he intended to carry on the business himself. He must have
realised that he was over-committing himself, and consequently he announced that, effective from 1 September
1882, his son Henry had joined the firm, now styled as “Gannon and Son”.39 In total, John Thomas Gannon, MLA,
served as the member for Argyle for 3 years, 3 months and 9 days, his last day in office being 17 March 1885.40
The following letter, addressed to “To The Electors of Argyle” and published on 10 March 1885, may not have come
as a surprise, but nevertheless it would have been received with great sadness.41
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In fact, even before this time the state of John Gannon’s health was causing concern. In April 1884 he had been
granted three months leave from Parliament, and considered taking a holiday in America for the benefit of his
health. However, as reported in the Goulburn Evening Penny Post a month later, he had abandoned the idea of
visiting America, and the Goulburn Herald was pleased to report that he was much improved.42

In its editorial of 10 March 1885 The Southern Argus commented that John Gannon’s resignation letter would
evoke43
… a sentiment of deep and genuine regret that the people should lose the services of an able,
honourable, and conscientious gentleman … [but] … despite Mr. Gannon’s decisive determination
to retire, we trust that his health may in a short time be sufficiently restored to enable him to resume
his well-earned status, not only in local affairs, but in the wider arena of Parliament.
However, John Gannon did not entertain such hope for any return to public life.44 Almost immediately after the
publication of his resignation he left Goulburn, travelling to Hay, by the express train. By telegram from Junee, he
was able to advise friends – “Had nice trip so far; felt no inconvenience. Ready to go on”.45 Arrangements had also
been made to dispose of his household furniture.46

Meanwhile, on 19 March, a meeting of about forty of Goulburn’s worthies met at the Mechanics’ Institute to honour
their friend and colleague. The meeting resolved47
That an address and purse of sovereigns be presented to J.T. Gannon Esq. as a mark of the sincere
respect in which he is held by his many friends in Goulburn, who sincerely regret his illness, and
consequent retirement for a time, from public life.
Separately the members of the Mechanics’ Institute met on 20 March to discuss the purchase of an oil-painting of
their president, Mr. Gannon, to be hung in the reading room. An offer from Mr. Gladstone John Eyre of Sydney to
paint a life size portrait, with a gilt frame, for forty guineas had been received and was accepted, and it was agreed
that a subscription-list be opened, such subscriptions not to exceed seven shillings and sixpence from any one
member or ex-member.48 Eyre completed his commission very quickly. It was unveiled and handed over with great
ceremony to the committee of the Mechanics’ Institute on 13 May 1885. In proposing the final toast of the evening,
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the Rev. Canon D’Arcy-Irvine suggested that49
Those gentlemen present who were acquainted with the original might see in the noble portrait before
them some of the characteristic traits of their friend. The high and expansive forehead indicated that
he was a man of no mean intellectual endowments – the eye denoted much keenness and insight –
and the mouth unmistakably marked the determinedness of the man to stand by a friend and a
principle. The whole expression of the face betokened the geniality, kindliness, and benevolence of
the original.

50

News received in August of the apparent further decline in John Gannon’s health caused some consternation
among the Goulburn community, but fears of his perhaps impending death were allayed by a message from his
daughter Ada.51

It was later that same month, on 24 August, that the final meeting of the Gannon Testimonial committee was held.
Having reviewed the statement of accounts, it was agreed that “an illuminated address, in book form, at a cost not
exceeding £8 8/-“, be prepared and forwarded to Mr. Gannon at Hay together with the remainder of the money.52
Between August and November 1885 Finlay & Co, Auctioneers, received instructions from J.T. Gannon, Esq. to
sell off some of his Goulburn land holdings, those in Montague Street and Auburn Street being described as “The
Two Most Valuable City Properties”.53
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Having spent nine months in Hay, John Gannon returned to Goulburn just before Christmas 1885 but, according to
reports in two local papers, he did not appear to be in any better health than when he had left, the Goulburn Evening
Penny Post describing him as having “the appearance of a great sufferer”54 But, from the following account it seems
that, despite the day being wet and cold, John Gannon was able to attend the Goulburn Hospital’s Christmas
celebrations.55
Those of the patients in the Goulburn hospital who were able to leave their beds on Christmas Day
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were entertained at an excellent dinner in the hall of the institution, kindly provided by Mr. J.T. Gannon
the president. The dinner consisted of poultry, ham, vegetables, plum-pudding, and fruit. Each male
patient was presented by the same gentleman with a cake of tobacco and a pipe. He had also
provided a bottle of beer for each of the patients, but in consequence of the day being wet and cold
the matron did not allow any of them to have it till next day.
Despite his ill-health, and his prolonged absences from Goulburn, John Gannon kept a close eye on the activities
of the two institutions to which he was particularly attached – the Mechanics’ Institute and the Goulburn Hospital.
Indeed, even though he was unable to attend meetings in 1885 he had retained his position as President of both.
On the agenda of the 1886 Annual General Meeting of the Mechanics’ Institute, held on 21 January, was a letter
received from its president and addressed to the secretary, Mr. R. Smith, which read as follows.
Goulburn, 21st January, 1886
Dear Sir – I regret exceedingly that the state of my health prevents me from attending the annual
meeting to-night as I wished personally to thank the members and the committee for their kindness
and forbearance; and also to recommend that some person, more active than I now am, should be
elected to the honorable position which I now occupy; but the subscribers in their goodness have, I
see, again elected me without opposition.
I am now entering the twenty-fifth year of office, during which time I have served on the committee,
acted some years as honorary secretary, as treasurer, vice-president, and ultimately as president,
so that I suppose I know something of the working of the Institute. During all the years I have been
in the chair, no unseemly wrangling or unpleasantness has taken place with any of my committees,
they have always worked with me, and given me their advice and assistance spontaneously, and
helped me in every way for the benefit of the institute, and it is a pleasure to me thus to acknowledge
their uniform kindness and consideration.
I feel very grateful to the gentlemen who subscribed for, and placed my portrait in the reading-room;
I appreciate the honor thus conferred upon me very much, and ask the members to accept my sincere
thanks for their action.
I have met with kindness and consideration on every side. My duties as managing trustee were
attended to by Mr. W. Davies and Mr. Riley, with relief to me and credit to themselves.
I have also found you, sir, attentive and obliging in keeping me posted up in the working of the
institution.
Again thanking the members and committee, I am, yours etc., J.T. Gannon
In moving the adoption of the annual report, Mr. Davies noted John Gannon’s desire to be relieved his presidential
duties, but expressed his pleasure that the president had been re-elected unopposed, and hoped that Mr. Gannon
would be able to do some work for the institute during the coming year.56 Twelve months later John Gannon again
forwarded a letter to the secretary to be tabled at the 1887 Annual General Meeting, held on 20 January. Having
apologised for his absence, he continued
For the past two years the members have paid me the compliment of re-electing me president,
although they were aware that my health would preclude me from attending any meetings held in the
evening; but on this occasion I intended to resign the office, so as to allow some gentleman of activity
to take my place – not that he would have its interests more at heart than I have, but he would preside
at the meetings and give his fair share of work on committee, but by some mistake I forgot to send
you a formal resignation until too late. However, I shall be happy to resign at any time at the wish of
the committee or members; but it must be remembered that although I have not attended the
meetings, I have had frequent consultations with you respecting the good government of the
institution.
In closing, he declared that, having been connected with the Mechanics’ Institute for over a quarter of a century in
various capacities, he would be loath to sever his connection with its workings. The vice-president, Mr. McKenzie,
reminded the meeting that, notwithstanding his absence during the year, Mr. Gannon had assisted the committee
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with legal advice and in other ways.57
Similarly, with respect to their president, those present at the 1886 Annual General Meeting of the Goulburn
Hospital, held on 26 January, acknowledged that,58
It would be altogether unreasonable to expect him to be there. [They were] quite sure nothing was
more dear to Mr. Gannon than the Goulburn Hospital, and nothing but circumstances over which he
had not the slightest control had kept him away from the meeting.
Nevertheless, there was applause when John Gannon was re-elected president, virtually unopposed.
Mr. S. Meyer, Chairman of the Goulburn Hospital, opened the proceedings of the 1887 Annual General Meeting,
held on 24 January, with some comments regarding their absent president.
… he was sure that they all deplored the continued absence of their valued friend the president of
the institution, Mr. J.T. Gannon. On account of illness he was not able to be there that night, but they
had a letter from him which would be read presently. He was sure if Mr. Gannon was not present in
body he was in mind, and that they had his thoughts and well-wishes. He had not forgotten the
institution during the year; they had had some valuable counsels and suggestions from him, and he
hoped Mr. Gannon would long live to give them those suggestions, and to be connected with the
institution which he had so much at heart.
Judging from John Gannon’s tetchy letter, dated 24 January 1887, he was very much with them in mind.
To the Hon. Secy. Goulburn Hospital
Dear Sir, - I beg to resign my position as president of the Goulburn Hospital, and to request that the
members will not re-elect me. I have been treated by them and the committee with great forbearance
over the last two years, but I am sorry to say the management is so unsatisfactory to me that I could
not again accept the position, as I am not well enough to assist in putting the affairs in a healthy
position.
That something must be done, and quickly, the balance-sheet shows. The management has been
very extravagant during the last two years. It requires twice the number of people to do the work now,
although the number of patients is less. When I had charge I could get the work done, and done
satisfactorily, with a superintendent and matron, wardsman, and cook, washing given out; now we
have, besides the superintendent and matron, 2 or 3 nurses, cook, laundress, and another servant,
who besides receiving salaries have to be fed, making a difference in the expenditure of over £150
a year.
I find for the first time an item, milk, £50 12s 2d, which at 4d per quart means about 60 quarts a week.
I also find the drug bill to be largely in excess of what it ought to be, and although the deaths were 9
less than last year the expenses of burial are £22 10s more.
If the affairs are not conducted on a far different scale, the doors of the Hospital will soon have to be
closed instead of commencing the building of a new one.
The hospital is not supported as liberally as it ought to be. Our subscriptions for the year 1885 were
£371 19s 6d; the subscriptions for the hospital at Bathurst for the like period were £1166 19s. 10d;
their hospital Sunday collections £165 10s 9d, ours £11 11s.
In your report you state that a concert in aid of the funds realised £36 6s 8d; but you fail to give credit
to Mr. Rosevear Smith for his untiring energy and zeal in bringing about such a successful result.
Your last paragraph ought to be struck out, as the doors of the institution are not open alike to the
rich and poor. The hospital was established for the benefit of the sick poor, who had no home to go
to, or too poor to pay for medical treatment, and it would be unfair to the medical gentlemen who give
their services for a paltry pittance if we were to take in patients who were able to pay a doctor.
Yours truly, J.T. Gannon
Notwithstanding the tone and contents of the letter, the points of which had in fact been raised with the committee
during the year, and John Gannon’s express wish to stand down from the president’s position, the result of the
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ballot for the election of officers finds J.T. Gannon yet again elected as president.59 However four months later John
Gannon wrote to the A.W. Bullen, Esq., Hon. Secy, Hospital, to formally tender his resignation.60
Goulburn, 19th May, 1887
Dear Sir, -I beg to tender my resignation as President of the hospital. As the committee has decided
to proceed with building the new hospital, it is only fair that they should be assisted by a chairman
who can take a more active part in their proceedings than I am able to do.
Yours faithfully, J.T. Gannon
As he had done in 1885, John Gannon spent the winter months of 1886 at Hay, returning to Goulburn in October
1886.61

Two months later the family suffered the loss of son and brother, Arthur Goulburn Gannon, who died of stomach
cancer at Prince Alfred’s Hospital, Sydney, on Christmas Day. Was his father well enough to attend his funeral?62
John remained in Goulburn until May 1887 but, rather than wintering in Hay, he went to Sydney, again accompanied
by Ada.63

In addition to avoiding the cold Goulburn winters, John Gannon also apparently trusted, and indeed was prepared
to recommend, the efficacy of a herbal remedy called Peek’s Cure, stocked exclusively from 1884 by the Herbal
Dispensary in Newtown, Sydney.64

Prior to his March 1887 departure from Goulburn John had been residing in the two storey house “Grantham” in
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Faithfull Street. The following notice suggests that did not intend to return Goulburn.65

And, indeed he did not return. Despite winter sojourns in drier climes (and Peek’s Cure), and the ministrations of
his daughter Ada, John Thomas Gannon finally succumbed to the chronic bronchial asthma that had so blighted
his last years. He was only 55 when he died at Parramatta on 5 August 1887.66 He was buried in Goulburn on
Sunday 9 August. An account of his funeral was reported in the Goulburn Herald.67
The remains of the late Mr. Gannon were brought to Goulburn by the mail train on Sunday morning
and were deposited at the station, whence the funeral started in the afternoon. Mr. Gannon had for
a number of years been a member of the Australia lodge of freemasons, English constitution, and
about fifty members of that lodge and the Duke of Edinburgh lodge under the Scotch constitution
preceded the hearse, besides a number who followed in vehicles, and the coffin-bearers and pallbearers were members of the fraternity, the former being Messrs. J. Pooley, T.F. Meyer, J. Harmer
and J. Holdorf, and the latter Messrs. J. Bailey, W. Taylor, T.W. Jacob, and H. Lander. There were
about eighty vehicles in attendance. Following the mourning coach was the mayor’s carriage, in
which were seated the Mayor and Aldermen J. Clifford, Wombey, and Richardson. The Bishop of
Goulburn came next, followed by a number of the leading residents of the city and district. There
were also about a dozen horsemen and several persons on foot in the procession, while numbers
accompanied it along the footpaths. The chief mourners were Messrs. H.S. Gannon and S. Gannon,
sons of the deceased.
The procession left the railway station at three o’clock and proceeded along Verner, Auburn, Clifford,
Sloan, Grafton, and Reynolds streets, and thence to the Episcopalian cemetery. This line of route
was adopted so as to pass the mechanics’ institute and the hospital, with both of which institutions
the deceased had been intimately connected, and for the welfare of which he had laboured
energetically.
Upon arrival at the cemetery the coffin, which was of polished cedar and covered with wreaths, was
borne to a grave beside the remains of Mrs. Gannon who died in 1871. The funeral service of the
Church of England was read by the Rev. A.T. Puddicombe, incumbent of St. Saviour’s.
After the coffin had been lowered into the grave and before proceeding with the remainder of the
service, the incumbent spoke as follows:- We are committing to their last resting-place the mortal
remains of one whom in his death as in his life Goulburn desires to honour. And why do we desire to
honour him? Because (so far as we sinners are capable of judging each other) he was a good man.
He was one who in his family, social, and public life appears to us to have endeavoured to do his
duty; and we, amongst whom he lived for so long, must acknowledge that our community is the better
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and happier for the influence which he exerted in our midst. He was not an adherent to any one
section of the Christian church, but he believed firmly in the great principles of our common
Christianity, and he recognised the true nature of a Christian man’s profession, “which is to follow
the example of our Saviour Christ and to be made like unto Him, that as He died and rose again for
us so should we who are baptised die from sin and rise again unto righteousness.” It is fitting therefore
that we should do him honour. We give our deep sympathy to those who have been deprived of so
good a father, and we could wish that all professed members of the church of Christ might live as
Christian a life as John Thomas Gannon.
At the conclusion of this service the masonic burial service was read by Mr. E. Jackson, W.M, of the
lodge of Australia. In accordance with masonic custom, the brethren deposited pieces of thyme in
the grave and this closed the mournful ceremony.
The funeral was conducted by Mr. R. Craig.
One of the last matters that John Gannon attended to as he was preparing to leave Goulburn in May 1887 was to
draw up his will.68
Gannon John Thomas late of Goulburn in the Colony of New South Wales Solicitor.
This is the last Will of me John Thomas Gannon of Goulburn Solicitor. I revoke all former Wills. I
appoint my eldest son Henry Shuttleworth Gannon of Goulburn Solicitor my Executor and Trustee of
this my Will. I bequeath to my daughter Ada for her immediate use the sum of Fifty pounds to be paid
to her from the first money coming to the hands of my Executor. I bequeath to my son Henry
Shuttleworth the watch chain and ring I wear. All my other trinkets and jewellery I bequeath to my
daughter. I give devise and bequeath all the rest of my Estate real and personal unto my said Trustee
his heirs executors and administrators upon trust to collect and get in my personal estate and to sell
at such time as Trustee shall think fit all my Real Estate; with power to make conditions as to the title
and otherwise, and to execute all assurances and give receipts for purchase-money and upon further
trust to invest the sum of one thousand pounds for the benefit of my daughter and free from the debts
or control of any husband, and at her death as she shall in her lifetime direct and appoint, but I give
my Trustee full power to pay into the proper hands of my daughter the said sum of one thousand
pounds if he thinks in his discretion, it will be to her benefit or advantage to have the money paid over
to her and on further trust to pay the residue of my Estate equally between my children (Ada
included). I direct my Trustee to pay my son Percy’s share, only on his being satisfied that it will be
to his benefit to receive it, otherwise to invest his share for five years and pay him the interest, but it
is not my intention to create any trust on my Trustee. I give my Trustee power to pay my debts,
appoint a new trustee and that in the event of any dispute in reference to any matter or thing in this
Will my Trustee’s decision shall be final. In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand this eighteenth
day of May 1887. John Thos Gannon.
Signed by John Thomas Gannon as his last Will and Testament in the presence of us present at the
same time, who in his presence at his request and in the Presents of each other have hereto
subscribed our names as witnesses. Harriet Darcy Irvine, Mary Passmore.
On 9 September 1887, by act of the Court69
Probate of the above Will granted to Henry Shuttleworth Gannon of Goulburn in the Colony of New
South Wales Solicitor the Sole Executor named in the said will. Testator died 5th August 1887. Estate
under £5142.0.0.
Notes :
When will drawn up on 18 May 1887 Henry

Aged 31, unmarried, in practice in Goulburn. (He married Laura Beatrice Thurkettle in December 1887).

Samuel Aged 30, married since 1884 to Frances Maria Cooper. Subject of an undefended court case in June 1887
in Goulburn for unpaid debts and had, by then, relocated to Wollongong. There is no specific mention of him in the
will.
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Arthur

Died December 1886.

Ada
Aged 26, unmarried, principal carer for her father (who lived long enough to see her married in June 1887
to James Park Thomson.
Percy Aged 22, unmarried, in May 1886 had completed a two-month sentence for theft. Not sure where he was
when his father drew up will/died, but seems to have been under some sort of ‘control’ of his brother Henry, who
could use his discretion as to how Percy’s share of the Estate was to be handled.
Gannon Gravesite – St Saviour’s Cemetery, Goulburn70
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Memorial – Author unknown
IN MEMORY OF JOHN THOMAS GANNON
YES, he is dead!
Another well-known form
From off the busy street we miss.
Our Senate, public halls, and
Gatherings for the people’s good
His presence never more shall grace!
But – Is he dead? Ah, no!
Kind acts, kind words, can never die;
And in our heart of hearts he lives
In memories fond enshrined.
The good he did, the noble work
To aid the suffering, and the poor to bless,
Shall be his lasting monument.
Than empty titles, better, higher far,
His honoured name shall last
When they are in oblivion buried
And teach that truest greatness
Is to live, like him, for others’ good –
A friend to all, and enemy to none.
Goulburn, August 9th
A.L.
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