ROBERT WATTS BUBB
(1805-1891)

Persons of Interest

Robert Watts Bubb

Included in the 236 assisted immigrant passengers, who left Bristol on 15 April 1839 on board the government
chartered ship Bussorah Merchant, was the Bubb family – Robert Watts Bubb, his wife Helah, and their three
children, Joshua Tinson Bubb, Eliza Helah Bubb and John Robert Watts Bubb, aged 11, 9 and 7 respectively. The
Bussorah Merchant arrived at Port Jackson on 3 September 1839 – a particularly long voyage of 141 days –
notwithstanding which the ship’s Surgeon Superintendent, James Scott MC, was able to report that the state of
health of the emigrants on arrival was generally very good. He put this happy state of affairs down to ensuring that
the emigrants were kept busy with a regime of various daily chores and regular exercise. For the younger
passengers two schools were established, one for each sex, and these were well attended.1
Robert’s parents, Robert Bubb and Anne Watts, had married at Avening, Gloucestershire, on 20 May 1800, and it
was there that their son Robert was baptised on 23 June 1805.2 Following the publishing of banns on 24 June, 1
July and 8 July 1827, Robert junior and Helah Tinson were married on 19 July at Minchinhampton.3 Helah Tinson
was born about 1802, but I have not found a record for her at this stage to confirm the year or place of baptism.
Robert and Helah’s eldest child, Joshua, had been baptised in 1828 at Woodchester; the younger two, Eliza and
John, were baptised at Painswick in 1830 and on 4 January 1832 respectively.4
Robert may have been the Robert Bubb aged 30, who, with one John Howell aged 36, fronted up to the Gloucester
court on 2 March 1836. Howell was charged with stealing 20lbs of wool from his employer, Mr. Philip Foxwell,
clothier of Painswick, and Bubb of receiving the stolen goods. They were found guilty, but fortunately for the pair,
they both received excellent character references from ‘several respectable individuals’ and received light
sentences – Howell 9 months and Bubb 5 months, the last month in both cases to be ‘in solitary’.5
Under the Bounty system, which operated from 1835 until 1841, emigration agents in the United Kingdom found
the prospective emigrants and chartered the ships, or arranged their transport. A form was completed for each
emigrant. The documentation for Robert and Helah Bubb stated that they had arrived by the Bussorah Merchant
and had been brought out by the Government. Their forms did not include any notation about their baptism
registrations, nor any character references. Robert was confirmed as a native of Minchinhampton, Gloucestershire,
son of Robert, a farmer of the same place and Anne Watts his wife. He was a French polisher by calling and had
been 33 years old on embarkation. Helah, also from Minchinhampton, was a daughter of John Tinson, a cloth dyer
of the same place, and Amelia his wife. Helah was a house servant by calling and gave her age on embarkation as
37. The ‘State of bodily health, strength, and probable usefulness’ for both was described as ‘very good’. They were
both Protestants, and could read and write, and had no complaints to record. The three children were included on
Helah’s form. The ship’s manifest records that Robert came out ‘on his own account’ – that is, he was not assigned
to nor sponsored by anyone.6
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Minchinhampton is an ancient market town in the Cotswolds, 4 miles south east of Stroud. Its economy was
underpinned by two principal industries – farming and cloth making. In addition, there had always been a substantial
body of tradesmen and craftsmen, most of them working in the small market town. John Marius Wilson, in his 18701872 Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales, noted that Minchinhampton, had once been a place of considerable
importance:
… but has latterly declined; consists chiefly of four streets at right angles to one another, but is irregularly built, and
contains many houses so dilapidated as to be uninhabitable … Pop. In 1851, 4,469; in 1861, 4,147 … The decrease
of pop. was caused by the removal of families to London and other large towns …7

Wilson might have also referred to the exodus much further afield than the large towns. Between 1815 and 1840,
through the various migration schemes, 58,000 people came to Australia – shipload after shipload of people, often
with the emigrant passengers all sourced from one place.8 Such was the case when the Bussorah Merchant
departed from Plymouth on 15 April 1839. The 69 adult males, 87 adult females, and 80 children (aged 1-15), were
all from Gloucestershire – the majority from the same geographical area.9
The optimism of those who, with trepidation mixed with anticipation, set out in search of a better life was matched
by those who viewed this mass migration exodus with considerable pessimistic alarm. In a letter to the Editor of the
Carlisle Patriot, ‘A Cumberland Weaver’ set out his case against emigration in April 1836.
It has been most unfortunately the opinion of our rulers and law givers, of all parties in politics, that when corn was
low and there was a superabundance of population - which meant a population for which there was no work - that
inducements were to be held out to them to go into other countries as fast as possible – “Emigrate, Emigrate,” –
was the constant cry, - let us above all things encourage Emigration. These gentlemen never considered that every
person who emigrates carries a stomach with him, and that stomachs are the consumers of food. Every person thus
sent abroad was a lost consumer to England, and a consumer produced to the country to which he was sent … Ah!
But say the emigration committee, they were mere paupers who went abroad. This, however will not serve their
purpose – for every nine out of ten who went abroad were people of some capital – artisans, whose very industry
and ingenuity were the best capital of the country – men who were tax-payers as well as corn-eaters, and who, in
fact, were the pith and sinew of our industry. So long as this system is encouraged, agricultural distress must of
necessity prevail.10

Indeed, just a few months before the Bubb family left England, the Gloucester Journal, reported on a well- attended
Anti-Corn-Law meeting held at Stroud at which one of the speakers stated his views on emigration.11
Emigration with many is to effect wonderful cures. Certainly emigration is a very natural and useful method of
removing a redundant population; but situated as this country is, requiring the full exertions of all our wealth and
labour to provide for the burthens of the state, rather than sending our artisans abroad, would it not be wiser to draw
subsistence from other soils, and to make them happy and productive at home?12

There were none who could be classified as paupers on board the Bussorah Merchant and while not being ‘nine
out of ten’, the listing of the numbers of each trade for the adult men is broken down into 27 Agricultural Labourers
and 42 artisans/tradesmen.13 Robert Bubb was the only French polisher on board the Bussorah Merchant and, as
noted above, he was potentially a “very useful” addition to the workforce. The Australasian Chronicle of 10
September 1839 listed Robert Bubb as one of the unengaged immigrants currently in the Immigrant Barracks, Bent
Street, and available for employment.14 Whether or not he was initially employed in his trade is not known.
Presumably there was work available, judging from a July 1839 notice placed in The Sydney Herald by cabinet
maker Brady offering constant employment and good wages for a number of tradesmen, including French
polishers.15 In July 1840 a summary of the ‘Return, exhibiting the number and distribution of each trade and calling,
and the average rate of wages obtained’ for immigrants who arrived in 1839 records only one French polisher who
was earning on average 7s a day. The Return for the following year shows that the daily rate for a French polisher
had dropped to 6s 8d. 16
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It may have been that Robert Bubb had emigrated with entrepreneurial aspirations or, shortly after his arrival,
realised the potential to improve his financial standing by working for himself. In connection with the forthcoming
(and the first) City Council election we find Robert in a List of Citizens in the Macquarie Ward, in September 1842,
notated as follows: ‘Bubb Robert, rooms, Pitt Street’.17 Thus he was by then eligible to vote – qualification for which
was limited to men with a freehold valued at £200 per year, or a householder paying rent of £20 per year, both
relatively considerable sums at the time. It is most likely that Robert fell into the second category, and was renting
rooms in Pitt Street. Subsequent Electoral Rolls – 1849-1850 and 1850-1851 – list him as ‘Bubb Robert Watts,
dwelling house, Bathurst-street’.18
By 1843 he had set up as an agent for the Woollen Manufactory, at Stockton, Newcastle. In May of that year Robert
advertised for a ‘few expert swing-loom weavers’, wanted immediately for the Manufactory, and from September
1843 the new lessees appointed him as their Sydney agent.19

The following year Robert Bubb applied for and, on 10 April 1844, was granted an auctioneer’s licence.20 Judging
from the numerous auctions conducted under the hammer of R. Bubb, in Sydney and in NSW country towns, he
was kept very busy. He was also much in demand by the Chief Commissioner of Insolvent Estates in auctioning off
insolvent estates.21 One particular example, I am sure reflects, and was targeted at prospective buyers who shared
Robert’s own sentiments and aspirations.22

Initially Robert operated on his own, but by 1847 he had partnered with Alfred Saunders, trading as Saunders and
Bubb, Agents and Auctioneers.23
In December 1847 Messrs. Saunders and Bubb advised their friends and the public that they had moved to more
commodious premises – 320 Pitt Street – where they would continue, on the most liberal terms, their General
Agency Business, comprising the sale of produce, stock, and land; the purchase of stores for settlers, the selection
of wool and tallow for England; and the collection of rents, accounts, and other monetary matters.24
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However the partnership did not last long. A notice in the New South Wales Government Gazette on 14 April 1848
announced that, as of 1 April 1848, the agency partnership had been dissolved. Separately, Alfred Saunders
advised that he would continue his business as before.25 Robert retained his own agency. One of the ‘best sellers’
in 1849 was a set of maps of ‘The Measured Lands in Port Phillip’, copies of which could be purchased from ‘Mr.
Bubb, agent, Bathurst-street.26 Partnering with Alfred Saunders was perhaps not a wise commercial move on the
part of Robert Bubb. Alfred, a merchant, had been declared insolvent in 1846 and had only been issued with his
Certificate of Discharge in December 1846.27 Within a fortnight of the dissolution of the partnership Alfred Saunders
was again declared insolvent.28
Meanwhile, by 1845, and as another string to his economic bow, Robert Bubb had taken over a cloth factory at
Bathurst, leasing the premises and machinery from a Mr. Stranger.
WEAVING – Some time since Mr. Stranger, who had erected a factory for the manufacture of tweeds and Parramatta
cloth, and set it going, let the premises and machinery to a company of weavers, Messrs. R. Bubb and Co.; since
they have had possession of the premises, they have at a very heavy expense added to the machinery, and are
entitled to much credit for their untiring exertions; within the last few days we paid a second visit to this factory, and
were highly gratified to witness the improvements and alterations effected in a few months; on inspecting the cloths
manufactured here, they are found equal to the best produced in the colony, and trust that the residents of Bathurst
and the surrounding districts will evince a disposition to encourage and patronise a local manufacture, promising to
be so useful and beneficial in many ways, as the one now alluded to, and particularly so when they will find that
they can be supplied with an article on the spot, cheaper, and equal to any produced in the colony. Messrs. Bubb
and Co. have constructed machinery by which they shrink their cloths, before sold, and saving much trouble to the
tailor. We understand they intend shortly to manufacture plaids, and that they are willing to accommodate settlers
by working up their wool into cloths, at a moderate charge.29
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While Robert may not have had any direct experience in the cloth making business, we know that his wife Helah
was the daughter of a cloth-dyer, and it was possibly her knowledge of the trade that was put to good use in this
venture, as the following advertisement suggests.30

In January 1846 the ship Persian arrived at Sydney and included in her cargo were 10 cases of machinery
consigned to Robert Bubb, which was probably to be installed in the cloth works to further improve production.31
The glowing account above, and the further modernisation of the factory, suggests that it was a thriving business.
So it is somewhat surprising to find the following notice in the papers in September 1846.32

In fact, the business was sold by private contract, as advised in the press on 19 October.33

The Bathurst factory was not to be Robert Bubb’s last venture into the textile trade because it was as a clothmaker
that he was declared insolvent in November 1850.34
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Around 1825 Sir John Jamison, one of the first landed proprietors in the Colony, built his grand country house
“Regentville” at his Penrith estate. To supplement the income from the vineyard and winery on the estate, and his
numerous grazing runs, he built a woollen mill which was operational from about 1842.35 The first lessees were the
Rayner brothers who, under the terms of the memorandum of agreement, were to install, at their own cost, all the
machinery required to produce ‘cloth of such description as shall be manufactured to the greatest profit and
advantage’. Sir John was to keep two-thirds of the net profits in addition to a payment of £50 a year for the supply
of fuel to run a steam engine which not only powered the woollen mill but also a flour mill. The relationship between
the Rayners and Jamison soured and the partnership was terminated in June 1844 with the Rayners removing all
their equipment which they subsequently installed in their own mill. By 1846 the mill was apparently derelict, but by
June 1846 was up and running again in the hands of Messrs. Face and Meikle.36 This pair were replaced by one
John Shaw, who was the operator when the following notice appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald in March
1848.37

The next operator of the Cloth Factory (and probably also the Mill) was Robert Bubb. In March 1849 he directed
the attention of Mule Spinners to the fact that he was seeking a first-rate hand for the Regentville Cloth Factory.
Interested people could apply by post-paid letter to Mr. Bubb on the premises who was prepared to pay liberal
wages to a steady man.38 But, by the following year, with the failure of the business, Mr. Bubb would not be putting
on any more staff. Why the business failed is not certain, but one possible reason was put forward by a reminiscing
Mr. Blaikie in 1914.
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Mr. Blaikie said that the old tweed factory on the banks of the Nepean (within a stone’s throw of his residence
almost) was a grand going concern in his youth. There were generally from 40 to 50 weavers employed there …
both the tweed factory and flour mills, strange to say, practically owed their termination to the same cause, viz,
failure of the wheat crops … wheat has never been successfully grown to any extent in the Nepean District. Rust in
most instances was the cause of failure in wheat, and consequently there was a great diminution of the local
purchasing power of the farmers, and general population.39

The third public meeting of creditors of the Insolvent Estate of Robert Bubb was held on 30 December 1850 at
which the report of the official assignee was read, and directions given for the sale of ‘the insolvent’s machinery,
his equity of redemption in certain property, and the other assets, excepting his wearing apparel and household
furniture’.40 Accordingly, the following notices were gazetted together with advertisements placed by Mort and
Brown, confirming the details of the public auction.41

On 11 June 1851, through a notice placed in the New South Wales Government Gazette, Robert Bubb notified his
creditors and the public in general of his intention to apply to the Chief Commissioner for Insolvent Estates for a
certificate. There being no objections lodged, the certificate was granted on 17 July 1851.42 By this time Robert
Watts Bubb was about 46 years of age, and had been in the colony for almost eleven years. During that time, and
apart from the machinery he had purchased for the cloth factories, he had acquired a not insubstantial property
portfolio. Following his insolvency he needed to take stock of his situation and set about restoring his flagging
fortunes.
On the domestic front, elder son Joshua had married Sarah Marsden in 1847 and was now a father of two sons.43
But daughter Eliza and younger son John, and of course wife Helah, would still have been dependent on their
father/husband. However, over the next few years Robert suffered the loss of both his wife and his daughter. Helah
Bubb died at home, at Sussex Street, on 29 August 1852 and was buried the next day, Reverend Robert Ross
officiating.44 On 25 January 1853 daughter Eliza Helah Bubb had married John Handley Knibbs – a marriage cut
short by her death at the age of 24 from consumption on 22 June 1855.45
On a happier note, Robert remarried on Christmas Day 1856, his bride being ‘Amelia Jane, the second daughter
of Robert Old Esq., late of the city of Bristol, England’. The marriage took place at the Baptist Chapel, Bathurst
Street, with the Reverend James Voller officiating.46 Amelia had been baptised at Bristol on 20 January 1822, the
daughter of brass founder Robert and his wife Jane Old (née Langhorne). She was at home with her family at
Bedminster, Somerset, for the 1841 census, listed as a 20 year old governess. Ten years later she was a boarder
in the household of James Webber Allpass, he being listed as a school master, and Amelia as a school mistress.47
When the emigrant ship Hilton docked at Sydney on 2 October 1855 she brought with her Government sponsored
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passengers James Allpass, schoolmaster, his wife and two daughters, and also Amelia Old, governess. The
Returns of the Colony for 1855 and 1856 show that both immediately found employment as national school
teachers, Amelia being appointed to Fort Street National School on a commencing salary of £96 which, for the
1856 Return, had been increased to £132.48 Two daughters were born to Robert and Amelia – Annie Amelia and
Eliza Jane – their births registered in 1859 and 1863 respectively.49
By the time of his second marriage Robert Bubb was back on his financial feet. In October 1853 seven
advertisements were placed in the Sydney press by Bubb and Knibbs. That for 1 October advised readers that
Bubb and Knibbs, Auctioneers and General Agents, would hold sales on Tuesday and Friday each week for all
descriptions of property; that for the 4 October lists their wares.50

However, while is it likely that the Bubb referred to was Robert Watts Bubb, and the Knibbs was his future son-inlaw, John Handley Knibbs, there is nothing in the advertisements to confirm this, and as the partnership did not
advertise again after October 1853 it is likely that this was a short-lived business arrangement.
What is certain, and confirmed by the death notice for Eliza Helah Knibbs, described as the ‘only daughter of Mr.
Robert Bubb, Victoria Foundry’, is that by 1855 Robert Bubb was in charge of a foundry works.51 In fact, he had
been involved in the foundry for over three years, having taken it over from John Taylor, Iron and Brass Founder,
who had died on 14 April 1852 aged 56. When drawing up his will on 11 December 1851 John Taylor had appointed
Robert Bubb as one of his two Executors, the other being Adam Howitt. He made provision for his two daughters
– Ellen Caroline Smith and Mary Fox – but specifically stated that ‘no wife of mine’ would be entitled to anything.
The principal beneficiaries were John Taylor’s three grandsons who, on the youngest reaching the age of 24, were
each to receive one-third of the proceeds from the sale or disposal of, or profits accruing from any real and/or
personal property and, in respect of the Victoria Foundry, and again pending the grandsons reaching the age of
24, John Taylor stipulated that :
… it shall and may be lawful for the trustees or trustee for the time being of this my Will to carry on the trade or
business of Iron and Brass Founders in which I am at present engaged at the Victoria Foundry situate in Sussex
Street.

Probate was granted to Adam Howitt on 22 May 1852, with ‘leave being reserved to Robert Bubb to come in and
prove’.52 John Taylor had been born in Liverpool about 1795 but when he and his family arrived in Sydney has not
been established, but it would have been before the birth of his grandsons. Records suggest that when John Taylor
drew up his will his three grandsons John Taylor and William Roger Taylor were about nine years old and William
Taylor two years younger.53
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Who was Robert’s partner? To start with, his name was incorrectly spelt. He was Erasmus Temperley, a native of
Warrington, Lancashire, who was baptised on 13 October 1822 and who, at the age of 19 and a blacksmith by
trade, had arrived at Sydney with his parents on the Nabob on 21 February 1842.54 In November 1853 the partners
thanked ‘those old friends’ who had patronised the Foundry for the past twelve years, and assured them of
continuing satisfactory service. A year later they were offering iron and brass castings at reduced prices.55

It was also in 1854 that Mr. Jilks, newly appointed Inspector of Weights and Measures for the District of Sydney,
paid a visit to the Foundry, as a result of which Robert Bubb appeared before the Police Court in May 1854 where
he pleaded guilty to eighteen counts of light weights and one count of having in his possession seventeen
unstamped weights. In total he was fined £5 15s penalties and £4 15s costs – one-fifth of which was paid to the
Crown and four-fifths to the informer, Mr. Jilks.56
It would have been with some regret that in March 1855 Robert Bubb advised that he was in the process of settling
the partnership affairs, owing to the death of his late partner. Erasmus Temperley had died on 26 February 1855,
aged only 34, and ‘deeply regretted by a numerous circle of friends.57
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However, the premature death of another person, two months later, afforded an opportunity for Robert Bubb to
expand his business. John Burgess, Ironfounder and owner of the Newton Brass and Iron Foundry, died on 20 May
1855 at the age of just 35. It was no doubt with some relief that his young widow was able to find a buyer for the
business. In July 1855 Mrs. Burgess notified the public accordingly, and the buyer assured the public that he
intended to carry on the business ‘on the same principles of moderate charges and punctuality’ as before.58

It was under the name of ‘Robert Bubb, Victoria and Newtown Brass and Iron Foundries’ that Robert informed the
public in January 1856 that he had admitted Mr. J.R. Bubb as a partner in his business, which would now be carried
on under the name of Bubb & Son. Interestingly, and perhaps suggesting that the foundry enterprise was under
some financial strain, in 1860 Bubb & Son entered into an Indenture of Assignment.
NOTICE is hereby given, that by an Indenture of Assignment, bearing date the sixteenth day of May, a.d. 1860, and
made between Robert Bubb and John Robert Bubb, of the City of Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, iron
and brass founders, carrying on business under the name, style and firm of “Bubb & Son,” of the first part; Jacob
Levi Montefiore, James Edwin Graham and Frederick Lassetter, all of the City of Sydney aforesaid, Esquires,
Trustees for the purposes thereinafter mentioned, of the second part; and the several persons Creditors of the said
Robert Bubb and John Robert Bubb (and who, so far as the said Robert Bubb and John Robert Bubb could set
forth, the same were named in a schedule to the said Deed marked A), of the third part, the said Robert Bubb and
John Robert Bubb did convey assign, and assure, unto the Trustees, their heirs, executors, administrators and
assigns, all and singular the real and personal Estate, credits, and effects of them the said Robert Bubb and John
Robert Bubb, and each of them whatsoever and wheresoever, for the benefit of all their Creditors … 59

The business was, however, seemingly doing rather well. Apart from its regular trade commercial and domestic
trade, Bubb & Son successfully bid for government tenders, for example, the supply of cast iron pillars for kerosene
lamps at £3 each; £641 7s for making and installing iron railings and ornamental headings for the wall enclosing
Wynyard Square; supply of railway stores; iron cell doors for Maitland Gaol; iron palisading and gates at the Sydney
Railway Station; iron doors and cast iron plates for Darlinghurst Gaol.60
One of their most prestigious projects was well publicised in the Sydney and regional newspapers, the following
being taken from Freeman’s Journal of 27 July 1861.
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Street Receivers for Newspapers
Messrs. Bubb and Son, Victoria Foundry, Sussex-street, have just
completed for the Government four massive cast-iron newspaper
receivers, to be erected in parts of the city at a distance from the General
Post Office.
They are of a capacity to receive about double the bulk of the iron letter
receivers. The height of each pillar is six feet six inches, overall; the
diameter tapering upwards, from thirty to twenty inches; with a projecting
cap twenty-seven inches in diameter, under which are the openings for
receiving the papers, in place of the sides as in the letter pillars, by which
means the contents are perfectly protected from rain. Each pillar is cast
in one piece, the words “Post Office Newspaper Box,” in large raised
letters being cast round it. The sites selected, are the South Head Road,
near Darlinghurst Gaol; Parramatta-street, near the Benevolent Asylum;
Lower George-street, near the new Commissariat Stores; and, fourthly,
the corner of Erskine and Sussex-streets. On the publication days of the
Mail Summaries, the newspapers will be collected in light mail-carts at
several intervals; but on ordinary days one collection will probably be
found sufficient.
We understand that it is not intended by the Post Office to limit this longrequired accommodation to the present four receivers; but that two or
three more will be constructed before long, to be erected in parts of East
and South Sydney, where populations and building operations are rapidly
extending, but where improvements either by the Government or the
Municipal Council have been hitherto of very slow progress …61

One feature not referred to in the above description was the horizontal slits below the cap which were designed so
that a person could post a letter without having to dismount from their horse.
Robert Watts Bubb was in his early sixties when he retired from the business effective from 1 July 1867. To
formalise the occasion a notice was placed in the NSW Government Gazette.62

Robert Bubb and Amelia had moved from Denison Street, Kingston, to Missenden Road, Camperdown by this time
and they subsequently relocated about 1871 to Arundel Terrace, Glebe, which is where they lived for the rest of
their lives.63
Joshua Tinson Bubb, elder son of Robert Bubb and his first wife Helah, predeceased his father and step-mother.
He was 55 when he died on 29 September 1883 at his residence in Albion Street, Surry Hills.64 On a happier note,
on their twenty-eighth wedding anniversary Robert and Amelia celebrated the marriage of their younger daughter
Eliza Jane Bubb.
HUXHAM-BUBB, December 25, 1884, at St. Silas’ Church, Waterloo, by the Rev. James N. Manning, B.A., John
Huxham, son of S. Huxham, Esq., of Ivybridge Devon, England, to Eliza Jane, youngest daughter of Robert Bubb,
Esq., Forest Lodge.65
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Robert Watts Bubb died on 7 August 1891 at the age of 86 at his residence, 63 Arundel Terrace, Forest Lodge. He
had been suffering from bowel cancer for about a year. He was buried on 9 August in the Congregational section
of Rookwood Cemetery, Baptist minister Charles Bright officiating.66 By his will, dated 21 April 1864, he left
everything to his wife Amelia, who was also the sole executrix. The value of his estate was £660.67 His widow
outlived him by almost ten years. She was 79 when she died at home on 21 July 1900 and she was buried with her
late husband. Amelia Jane Bubb had drawn up her will on 19 September 1895 and left everything to her elder
daughter Annie Amelia Bubb, whom she also appointed as the sole executrix. The estate was sworn at £1000.68
Annie Amelia Bubb never married. She lived at her family home, 63 Arundel Street until at least 1923, at some
stage running it as a boarding house.69 Her death in 1928 was registered at Ryde.70
There is nothing to suggest why Amelia Bubb made no provision in her will for her second daughter, Eliza Jane.
Perhaps she thought that, as a married woman, Eliza would be well provided for. However, Eliza predeceased her
mother, as recorded by the following 1896 death notice.
HUXHAM. September 20, at Fairleigh, South Brisbane, Lizzie, beloved wife of John Huxham, and youngest
daughter of the late Robert Bubb (Forest Lodge).71
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grain. Combined with a series of poor harvests, the cost of corn, the staple crop, became prohibitive. Consequently, as people were forced
to spend most of their income on feeding themselves, they had very little to spend on the commodities now being produced by the factories
– thus resulting in many townspeople – artisans and tradesmen – being laid off. The Anti-Corn-Law League was formed in Manchester in
1838. It was not until 1846 that the Corn Laws were repealed. See Marji Bloy, The Corn Laws, The Victorian Web,
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/cornlaws1.html.
12 Gloucester Journal, 26 Jan 1839, p.1.
13 NSW SA&R, Assisted Immigrants Shipping Lists, Bussorah Merchant.
14 The Australasian Chronicle, 10 Sep 1839, p.10.
15 The Sydney Herald, 5 Jul 1839, p.1.
16 The Sydney Herald, 24 Jul 1840, p.2; The Sydney Monitor and Commercial Advertiser, 16 Jun, p.3.
17 The Sydney Morning Herald, 15 Sep 1842, p.4.
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Ancestry, New South Wales, Australia Electoral Rolls, 1842-1864.
The Sydney Morning Herald, 29 May 1843, p.3; The Sydney Morning Herald, 5 Sep 1843, p.3. How long Robert Bubb held the agency is
not known, but by August 1848 the agent was Christopher Newton & Brother – The Sydney Morning Herald, 26 Aug 1848, p.1. The
Factory, which employed 150 people, was burnt down in July 1851 – The Sydney Morning Herald, 5 Jul 1851, p.2.
20 The Australian, 12 Apr 1844, p.3.
21 Refer to numerous auction advertisements in TROVE.
22 The Sydney Morning Herald 6 Apr 1846, p.4.
23 The Australian, 27 Aug 1847, p.1.
24 The Sydney Morning Herald, 14 Dec 1847, p.2.
25 New South Wales Government Gazette (NSWGG), 14 Apr 1848, [Issue No.40], page 505; Sydney Chronicle, 13 Apr 1848, p.4.
26 The Sydney Morning Herald, 3 May 1849, p.1.
27 The Sydney Morning Herald, 31 Dec 1846, p.2.
28 NSWGG, 18 Apr 1848, [Issue No.41], page 521.
29 The Sydney Morning Herald, 21 Nov 1845, p.2.
30 The Sydney Morning Herald, 3 Oct 1845, p.4. The Mr. J.M. Illidge referred to was also one of the witnesses to the Saunders-Bubb
partnership dissolution, and was to become the father-in-law to Robert Bubb’s son, John Robert Watts Bubb.
31 The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 Jan 1846, p.2.
32 The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Sep 1846, p.4.
33 The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Oct 1846, p.1.
34 NSWGG, 19 Nov 1850, [Issue No.133], p.1791.
35 G. P. Walsh, ‘Jamison, Sir John (1776–1844)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National
University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jamison-sir-john-2268/text2907, published first in hardcopy 1967, accessed online 1 March
2017.
36 Andrew Wilson, Regentville: An Historical Archaeological Study, 1982; The Sydney Morning Herald, 24 Jun 1846, p.1.
37 The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Mar 1848, p.4
38 The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Mar 1849, p.1.
39 Nepean Times, 11 Jul 1914, p.8. Looking at a modern map of Regentville, the Factory was located on the north side of Factory Road,
midway between Bellevue and Bundarra Roads, and parallel with Factory Road.
40 NSWGG, 29 Nov 1850, [Issue No.138], p.1866; The Sydney Morning Herald, 31 Dec 1850, p.2.
41 NSWGG, 11 Feb 1851, [Issue No.17], p.295; NSWGG, 14 Feb 1851, [Issue No.18], p.309; The Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Feb 1851,
p.4; Empire 17 Feb 1851, p.2.
42 NSWGG, 13 Jun 1851, [Issue No.65], p.914; The Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Jul 1851, p.2.
43 Refer to Supplementary Family Notes.
44 New South Wales Registry of Births Deaths & Marriages (NSW BDM), Death registration V1851262 112 (Note incorrect year); The
Sydney Morning Herald, 30 Aug 1852, p.3.
45 NSW BDM, Marriage registration V18532 88, Death registration V1855144 113; The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 Jun 1855, p.8. John
Handley Knibbs was one of 22 men, brought out from England under the auspices of Dr. Lang, to study for the ministry. They, and Dr.
Lang and family, arrived at Sydney on 16 March 1850 on board the ship Clifton. John Handley Knibbs is featured in ‘Persons of Interest’ https://fretwelliana.com/the-boys/john-handley-knibbs/.
46 NSW BDM, Marriage registration 1856/806; The Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Jan 1857, p.1.
47 Ancestry, England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975; Ancestry, 1841 England Census, HO107/376/1/58/p.21; Ancestry, 1851
England Census, HO107/1620/203/p.15. Amelia’s mother Jane had died in 1834, leaving all her real and personal property to her husband
Robert – Ancestry, England & Wales, Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills, 1384-1858, PROB 11: Will Registers, 1832-1834, Piece 1830:
Teignmouth, Quire Numbers 201-250 (1834); Amelia’s father was buried, aged 68, at St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol on 19 January 1844 Ancestry, Bristol, England, Select Church of England Parish Registers, 1720-1933.
48 Ancestry, New South Wales, Australia, Assisted Immigrant Passenger Lists, 1828-1896; NSW SA&R, Assisted Immigrants Shipping
Lists, http://indexes.records.nsw.gov.au/ebook/list.aspx?series=NRS5316&item=4_4792&ship=Hilton. James Webber Allpass was
appointed as teacher on board the Hilton and commenced his teaching career in the colony at Bathurst. He rose through the ranks to
become Inspector of Schools, Sydney, the position he held immediately prior to his retirement on 30 June 1896 – Ancestry, New South
Wales, Australia, Government Gazettes, 1853-1899, 1896 – March-April. His death on 19 Jun 1911 was noted in a number of obituaries,
including the following on page 2 of The Bathurst Times of 20 Jun 1911 - ‘Mr James Allpass, late inspector of schools, died yesterday at
the residence of his son-in-law, Rev. Dr. Manning. Deceased was one of the five trained teachers sent for from England by the Education
Department in 1855, and was the last survivor of the five. By sheer force of character and ability, he rose to be head master of Fort-street
Superior Public School, a position he held for many years, till he was made an inspector, in which capacity he served at Newcastle,
Bathurst and Sydney’.
49 NSW BDM, Birth registrations 1859/776 and 1863/3895; The Sydney Morning Herald, 27 Jan 1859, p.7.
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The Sydney Morning Herald, 1 Oct 1853, p.2; The Sydney Morning Herald, 4 Oct 1853, p.3.
The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 Jun 1855, p.8.
52 Findmypast (FMP), New South Wales Will Books 1800-1952, Will No.2382. The three grandsons were John Taylor and William Taylor,
sons of John Bennett Taylor and William Roger Taylor, illegitimate child of Mary Fox. His wife Maria Taylor died in 1863.
53 Possible NSW BDM Birth registrations have been located for these three boys – John Taylor (V1842384 155), William Taylor
(V18445300 47), and William RM [Roger Mocket] Taylor (V18422264 26A). Copies of these records have not yet been sighted.
54 Ancestry, Lancashire, England, Church of England Births and Baptisms, 1813-1911; Ancestry, New South Wales, Australia, Assisted
Immigrant Passenger Lists, 1828-1896. In 1846 Erasmus Temperley married Margaret Taylor (any relation to John Taylor?) – NSW BDM,
Marriage registration, V184688 31C.
55 The Sydney Morning Herald, 4 Nov 1853, p.5; The Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Nov 1854, p.3.
56 The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 May 1854, p.5. He was fined under the Act of Council, 16 Victoria, No. 34 – the Standard Weights and
Measures Act – 1852.
57 The Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Mar 1855, p.1; The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Feb 1855, p.5.
58 The Sydney Morning Herald, 21 May 1855, p.10; The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Jul 1855, p.1.
59 The Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Jan 1856, p.5; NSWGG, 18 May 1860 [Issue No.91], p.955.
60 Empire, 29 Oct 1861, p.5; The Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Apr 1862, p.5, The Sydney Morning Herald, 7 Jan 1863; The Maitland and
Hunter River General Advertiser, 12 Mar 1863, p.3; Sydney Mail, 27 Oct 1866, p.2; The Sydney Morning Herald, 31 Oct 1866; The Sydney
Morning Herald, 19 Jun 1867, p.5.
61 Freeman’s Journal, 27 Jul 1861, p.3; Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History, Bubb and Son,
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Bubb_and_Son. Some towns in New Zealand also installed Bubb & Son street letter boxes – Thames NZ:
Genealogy & History Resources, Thames (NZ): Pillar Boxes (Red Post Boxes), http://thamesnzgenealogy.blogspot.com.au/2015_01_01_archive.html.
62 NSWGG, 27 Aug 1867 [Issue No.145]. p.2100.
63 Sands Directory, City of Sydney Archives, http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/learn/search-our-collections/sands-directory. (Note : the
deadline for information for the next following year’s edition was the first week in October, so inevitably by the time of publication, some of
the information would be outdated. And of course, the information was only as accurate [excepting transcription errors] as that provided).
However, there is an entry for 1876 listing R. Bubb at ‘Willumumina’, Riverview Terrace, the Bubb family home at some stage.
64 NSW BDM, Death registration, 1883/1836; The Sydney Morning Herald, 2 Oct 1883, p.1.
65 The Sydney Morning Herald, 3 Jan 1885, p.1. See also Supplementary Family Notes.
66 NSW BDM, Death registration, 1891/6150; The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, 15 Aug 1891, p.387. Ancestry, Sydney,
Australia, Cemetery Headstone Transcriptions – Section OG, Row 8, Denomination, Independent Old Ground & Old Ground Extension.
67 FMP, New South Wales Will Books 1800-1952, Will No.1246.
68 NSW BDM, Death registration, 1900/8859; The Sydney Morning Herald, 23 Jul 1900, p.1; FMP, New South Wales Will Books 18001952, Will No.21043.
69 Sands Directory 1923. In February 1923 the property (together with 65 Arundel Street) were on the market – The St. George Call, 9 Feb
1923, p.4.
70 NSW BDM, Death registration, 1928/10376.
71 The Sydney Morning Herald, 24 Sep 1896, p.1.
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