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Ann Kennicott 

Date of Trial: 13 January 1817 

Where Tried: Bristol Quarter Session 

Crime: Larceny 

Sentence: 7 years 

Est YOB: 1800 

Stated Age on Arrival: 18 

Native Place:  

Occupation: Pipe Maker & Servant 

Alias/AKA: 
Frances Ann Hennicott/Cormicott, Frances Ann Brady, Ann 
Cormicott, Ann Crockford (m)  

Marital Status (UK):  

Children on Board:  

Surgeon’s Remarks: A prostitute and mutinous 

Assigned NSW or VDL VDL 

  

It was as Ann Kennicott that this young woman found herself before the Bristol General Quarter Sessions on 13 

January 1817. Aged 18, a pipe-maker and servant, she was found guilty of stealing a gown, and sentenced to 

seven years transportation.1 Where she was born, and to whom, is not certain but Family Search lists a number 

of families in Devon and Bristol with the name Kennicott (or variations). An Ann Kennicott was born in Plymouth 

in 1799 to a Nicholas and Mary Kennicott.2 Edward and Nicholas Kennicott, sons of Nicholas and Margaret 

Kennicott, were born in Bristol and baptised there in 1805 and 1807 respectively.3 Together, with a number of the 

Kennicott clan, these sons are found in the 1841 Welsh census as pipe-makers and in the 1851 Welsh census as 

master pipe-makers.4 

It was also as Ann Kennicott that she embarked on the Friendship.5 On arrival at Port Jackson the ship’s surgeon 

Peter Cosgreave logged her as ‘a prostitute and mutinous’. Tagged with this unflattering description she was one 

of the women who very shortly were transferred to Hobart Town aboard the Duke of Wellington, which reached 

its destination on 20 February 1818.6 From there Ann was sent to Port Dalrymple, located at the mouth of the 

Tamar River and about 25 miles north of Launceston.7 

It is under the surname Cormicott that Ann has been registered in the Female Convicts Research Centre (FCRC) 

database, with a notation that, at various times, she was also recorded as Frances Ann Brady, Ann Crockford, 

Frances Ann Crockford, Ann Edwards, Frances Ann Edwards, Frances Ann Hennicot, Ann Kennicot, and Frances 

Ann Kennicott.8 

It was not too long before Ann found a husband. The marriage in 1819 between Charles Edwards and Frances 

Ann Hennicot (or Kennicot) was included in the list of marriages solemnized by Chaplain John Youl over a three 

week period that year and registered at St. John’s Church of England, Launceston.9 The Reverend John Youl was 

appointed the first Chaplain in 1819. He toured the district for three weeks, during which he married 41 couples 

and baptised 64 children, some of the latter belonging to not so newly-weds, who had been waiting for an 

opportunity to be legally married. 

For the 1820 and 1821 musters Ann was listed as the wife of Charles Edwards who, in turn, was recorded as her 

master.10 Who was Charles and how and when did he arrive in the colony? 

His mother, Elizabeth (also known as Sophia) Edwards, had been tried at the Old Bailey on 9 July 1800, found 

guilty of stealing a silver mug valued at 30 shillings, and sentenced to seven years transportation. According to 

one of the witnesses, Elizabeth was a married woman whose husband had kept a broker’s shop in Stanhope 

Street and after that a green-grocer’s shop.11 It has been suggested, but no substantiating evidence has been 

found, that she was the Elizabeth Pettitt who had married a Charles Edwards on 6 April 1795 at St. Leonard, 

Shoreditch.12 Charles Edwards junior had been baptised on 14 September 1794 at Holborn.13 When the Earl 
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Cornwallis left England on 18 November 1800 bound for Botany Bay, Elizabeth Edwards was aged 25 and her 

son Charles was about 6. After 206 days at sea, the convict vessel finally arrived at Port Jackson on 12 June 

1801 and by 1811, and free by servitude, Elizabeth was at Port Dalrymple, as recorded in the muster of that year.14 

It was also in 1811, on 4 March, and claiming to be a single woman, that Elizabeth Edwards married Matthew Kirk 

at Launceston, Robert Knopwood officiating. It was a busy day for Rev. Knopwood, as two of the Kirk children 

were also baptised on that day – Sophia and Maria, born respectively in 1805 at Port Dalrymple, and 1809 at 

Launceston.15 The couple had a third child - James Kirk, born 1815, at Launceston (but for whom no birth/baptism 

record has been found). From 1827 to 1832 Elizabeth was employed as a teacher of needlework at the Public 

School, Launceston, on a salary of £10 per annum.16 Matthew, a sawyer, died at the age of 72 and was buried on 

15 July 1833 at Launceston.17 His widow (Sophia Kirk) died on 17 May 1836, aged 67, at the house of her son 

Charles, George Square, Launceston.18 The cause of death was determined by an inquest which found that she 

had died ‘by a visitation of God, manifested in the bursting of an aneurism’. At the time of her death Sophia, 

ignoring requests from her son and not dependent on the earnings, had worked as a laundry woman for publican 

Captain Wales.19 

It would be interesting to know what Eliza thought of her daughter-in-law (and her son’s relationship with Ann). 

Over a period of ten years Ann clocked up a series of offences commencing on 28 December 1822 when she left 

her husband (and master) and was returned to the Government. The Launceston streets were full of action in 

February 1823. On 12 February Ann was fined 5/- for being drunk and disorderly in the streets on the previous 

night.20 On the same day Charles Edwards [free] was charged by chief constable Lawson ‘with being drunk and 

disorderly in the streets of Launceston last night and with assaulting and beating his wife Frances Ann Edwards’ 

and was fined 5 shillings and bound over to keep the peace towards his wife. The Launceston streets were full of 

action on 11 February because also on that day Charles was involved in a fracas with one Mark Munro whom he 

charged with having violently beaten him and assaulted him in the streets.21 

Charles Edwards sworn saith, about dusk last evening I was at my mother’s house at Launceston. Mark Munro 

called me out, as soon as I was out of the door he struck me in the face without any provocation, he also kicked 

my wife Frances and me Edwards and tore her petticoat, I fear that the said Mark Munro may do me some 

serious bodily harm. 

Charles X Edwards 

His Mark 

Charles did not express concern for his wife’s welfare! Munro was bound over to keep the peace towards Charles 

Edwards and his wife for three calendar months. 

There was a gap of five years before Ann’s next offence, within which time, having served out her transportation 

sentence, Ann had been issued with her Certificate of Freedom on 20 January 1824.22 Sometime also during this 

hiatus she had returned to Charles. But by 1828 she had relapsed. On 1 March she was again fined 5/- for being 

drunk and disorderly, and on 3 July the following year, again drunk and disorderly, Ann was confined in jail for 14 

days on bread and water – a particularly severe form of punishment.23 Described as ‘most frightful dungeons’ the 

solitary cells were dank, smelly and so small that the inmates could barely stand upright. The cell door was opened 

once a day for doling out the daily ration of one pound of bread and a tub of water. The cell was ‘furnished’ only 

with a dirty mattress and a tub to be used as a latrine. In the total darkness it was difficult to distinguish between 

this tub and the water tub.24 For these two offences the records show her still to be ‘Ux Edwards’, but for 

subsequent misdemeanours there is no reference to a husband. Had Charles reached the end of his tether? Had 

Ann left him again? Was it a parting of the ways that in 1830 led Ann to find repeated solace in the bottle? From 

March to August she clocked up six offences for drunkenness. The sentence for 3 March was a fine of 5/-, and 

for 8 March she was to find sureties for her good behaviour. A fine of 5/- was meted out for her drunkenness on 

14 April. For reoffending as a ‘drunken and disorderly character’ on 21 April she was ‘ordered to find sureties for 

her good behaviour and personal appearance at the next Quarter Sessions’. The following two occasions of 

drunkenness on 15 May and 3 August cost her 10/-.25 
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Whatever the status of their relationship, Charles Edwards had found another partner by 1836, one Ann Alleyn, 

born in London 1817, who had come out as an assisted emigrant on the Strathfieldsay which sailed from 

Gravesend on 1 May 1834 and arrived at Hobart on 13 August.26 Anne Alleyn, an 18 year old assistant governess, 

was ‘disposed of’ to Mr Elliston of Norfolk Plains, Longford, on an annual wage of £14.27 I have not located a 

marriage record for this couple, but Charles’ second partner died in childbirth on 24 July 1847 aged only 30 and 

leaving a family of five small children to lament her loss.28 

 

To finish off on Charles – he died on 22 March 1854 at home. The Sydney Morning Herald of 7 March reported: 

There is, and has been for some time past, a very large amount of sickness in Launceston, much more than has 

been known before for a very long time. Dysentery, measles, and scarlet fever are very prevalent.29 

It was from measles that Charles succumbed. 

Absent from the records for some considerable time, Ann resurfaced in 1844, under the name Frances Ann Brady, 

living at Fingal where, in the early 1840s a convict Probation Station had been established. Perhaps predictably 

she appeared before a court of law.30 

 

At the December 1844 Quarter Sessions at Launceston, she, in cahoots with one Margaret Watt, was indicted for 

stealing 5 pairs of stockings, 2 combs, and a pair of scissors from Mr. William Allen, a storekeeper at Fingal, with 

whom both were in service. In the course of the proceedings it was established that Mr. Allen also kept a public 

house opposite his store, to which the two prisoners were frequent patrons. Both women pleaded not guilty. 

Having heard the muddled and contradictory evidence tendered by the witnesses, the Chairman of the Bench 

remarked: 

… the whole case had a bad appearance; and, if the jury had any reasonable doubt in their minds, [he] 

recommended them to give the prisoners the benefit of it.31 
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The jury, after a few minutes’ consideration, acquitted both prisoners. One matter on which there was no doubt 

was that on the day of the supposed theft both Brady and Watts had spent time at Allen’s public house and were 

very much the worse for drink. There were no clues as to the identity of Mr. Brady, with whom Frances Ann had 

taken up. The only reference to him during the trial was ‘Brady lives with her husband in a hut on the township’.32 

Moving forward in time we again come across Frances Ann in circumstances which perhaps suggest that finally 

she had found some stability in her life. On Christmas Day, 1849, at St John’s Church Launceston the marriage 

between Henry Crockford and Frances Ann Kennicott was solemnized in accordance with the rites and 

ceremonies of the United Church of England and Ireland. The Reverend Ison officiated, and James Barton and 

Sarah Morris were the two witnesses. According to the marriage certificate Henry Crockford was aged 44, a ‘free’ 

man, single and a labourer. His bride was a widow, also ‘free’, and aged 42 – not quite correct as she would have 

been nearer 50. Henry was able to sign his name but Frances Ann ‘made her mark’.33 

34 

Frances Ann had been in the colony for fourteen years or so before her future second husband had arrived. Henry 

Crockford had been baptised in 1805 at Cheriton, a small Hampshire village near the city of Winchester, one of 

at least five children born to Henry and Mary Crockford.35 

 

On 25 February 1832, at the age of 27, Henry had been convicted at Winchester and sentenced for life for stealing 
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twenty nine lambs from Mr Chiddle of Tichbourne.36 In April the sentence was commuted to transportation ‘Beyond 

the Seas for the term of his natural life’. On 1 May the order was issued for him to be relocated to the hulk 

Leviathan then moored at Portsmouth.37 Subsequently, as one of 200 convicts, he boarded the York which 

departed on 1 September 1832 and arrived at Hobart on 29 December 1832.38 

Trying to distinguish between the various branches of the Crockford family based in the district around Cheriton 

is a challenge, especially as many of them were named Henry, one of whom preceded ‘our’ Henry as a transported 

convict who arrived at Van Diemen’s Land in 1826 on the Earl St Vincent. Thus the administrators of the criminal 

system referred to ‘our’ Henry as Henry Crockford Junior. 

His behaviour during his time on the Leviathan was described as good. But his unblemished record was tarnished 

soon after his arrival in Van Diemen’s Land. Henry was sent to the Tamar district where he was assigned to 

various masters. On 7 May 1834 his master, Rev. James Norman, charged him with neglect of work for which he 

received a reprimand. A repeat offence of negligence one month later on 23 June earned him 20 lashes. Only 

one week later he was again charged with ‘neglect of work and making away with his provisions’ – another 30 

lashes were meted out. He managed to stay out of trouble for three months, but on 16 August he was again 

reprimanded. He was a patient in hospital in September 1834 but that did not stop him from disobeying orders 

and receiving yet another reprimand. By 1839 he had been assigned to Mr. Dalrymple who, in March of that year, 

returned him to the government, his services no longer being required. The final charge on his record occurred 

on 6 May 1843 when he was charged with a breach of the Police Act for which he was fined 20 shillings and 

forfeiture of his ticket-of-leave which had been handed to him in 1841.39 It was not until December 1845 that the 

following notice was placed in the Cornwall Chronicle. 

The Lieutenant-Governor, having received instructions from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

signifying Her Majesty’s approval of Pardons being granted the undermentioned Convicts upon condition of their 

remaining in the Island of Van Diemen’s Land, or some or one of Her Majesty’s Australian Colonies or New 

Zealand, His Excellency has directed their names to be published for general information; these persons not 

having committed any offences since they were recommend to the Queen’s mercy which would disentitle them 

to the indulgence approved of.40 

Included in the list of names was ‘Henry Crockford, York 2’, who had remained ‘clean’ for four years and who, as 

we have noted, had finally married and settled down to life as a free man. From the following notice, published in 

October 1871, Ann gave Henry some cause for concern, and the circumstances leading to this warning are 

unknown.41 

 

Henry and Frances Ann were together for twenty-six years before she died on 4 August 1875 aged 76 of 

congestion of the lungs, her final years taken up with caring for her husband.42. Before his conviction Henry had 

worked (as did all his family) as an agricultural labourer and it was to farming that he had returned. The death 

certificate records Frances Ann Crockford’s profession as farmer’s wife. Indeed, notwithstanding the cautionary 

notice, she and Henry had made a success of their farming venture at Junction Farm and had earned and enjoyed 

the respect of the community, and, judging from the sentiments of her death notice, some comfort and happiness 

in their married life. 

CROCKFORD – At her residence, Hadspen, on the 4th August, Frances Ann, the beloved wife of Mr. Henry 

Crockford, aged 76 years.43 
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In fact the Henry Crockford had left Junction Farm in 1873, and in confirmation and appreciation of Henry’s 

contribution to community life, he had been presented with a testimonial.44 

  

  

He had moved, not far away, to Prospect Village, and closer to Launceston.45 But he made the effort to return to 

Carrick, such as on the occasion of the Carrick School Christmas break-up.46 

 

Henry outlived his wife by nearly ten years and died of paralysis on 18 March 1884 aged 80. 

CROCKFORD – On March 18, at the residence of Mr. James Eastoe, Junction farm, Mr. Henry Crockford, aged 

80 years.47 

His death certificate states that he was a landowner. His passing did not go unnoticed, as seen from an obituary 
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published in the Launceston Daily Telegraph. 

DEATH OF AN OLD RESIDENT – Another of the links that bind the present with the past has been broken in 

the death, on Tuesday last, at the Junction Farm, near Carrick, of Mr. Henry Crockford at the ripe old age of 80, 

the immediate cause being apoplexy. For about 35 years Mr. Crockford has been a resident in the district 

occupying the farm where he died, which is a portion of the Westbury Estate. He was a self-made man, and 

about 30 years ago he owned and drove a splendid team of bullocks, which he was wont to pride himself as 

being the finest in the district. By honest hard work he made money, and when he acquired it he was not at all 

selfish, but was ever ready to assist his neighbors, as many of them can testify. Mr. Crockford was a prominent 

member of the Carrick Church, and was mainly instrumental in getting the first parsonage built. He also took and 

active part in matters connected with the construction of the roads and the improvement of the district, being the 

building of the old bridge known as Landale’s, now replaced by the more modern structure called Westwood 

Bridge. For the past 12 years Mr. Crockford has been incapacitated from work, and has been living off the fruit 

of his early industry. As a man he was kind-hearted and liberal minded, and had many friends who will hear of 

his decease with regret.48 

Henry Crockford, late of the Junction Farm near Carrick, and then of Prospect Village near Launceston, had drawn 

up his will on 25 September 1875.49 Just one month prior to this, and a couple of weeks after the death of his wife, 

he had arranged for the sale by auction of some of his property.50 Had, in fact, Ann remained at Hadspen when 

Henry moved to Prospect Village? 

 

Henry left an estate valued at £2,672 3s 8d.The terms of the will serve to confirm not only his generosity but also 

that he had kept in contact with his family back in England. His executors were to arrange, as soon as possible 

after Henry’s death, for an annuity of £20 to be paid to the widow of his brother George - Jane Crockford of 

Sarisbury Green near Southampton - and when the estate matters had been finalised, to divide the proceeds 

equally between Jane and her surviving children and the surviving children of his late brother James Crockford. 

Henry did not forget his other brother, William. Indeed there was little chance that he would as William was another 

of the Crockford clan to be transported. 

The principal beneficiary of Henry’s will was Elizabeth Goodger who was to receive £1000. It is through this woman 

that we find that Frances Ann also maintained some contact with her family ‘back home’. So who was she? Not, 

as I first thought, a daughter of Frances Ann. 

It was on 13 July 1864, at the dwelling house of Henry Crockford, Junction Farm, Westwood, that Elizabeth 

married James Goodger. The groom’s age was given as 23, and he was a farmer. The bride was a spinster who 

gave her age as 29. Both were able to sign their names as was Henry Crockford one of the witnesses. The other 
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witness, Frances Ann Crockford signed ‘X’. Elizabeth’s maiden name was Kennicott.51 Elizabeth Goodger, by then 

a widow, died on 4 October 1924, aged 88 at Wanurewa, New Zealand.52 From her death certificate we learn that 

her father was Edward Hennicott [sic]. Elizabeth had been baptised in Wales in 1833, and was with her widowed 

father at Swansea, for both the 1841 and 1851 census.53 Edward Kennicott, of the Cambrian Pipe Manufactory, 

Swansea, died in 1852 – ‘a man much and deservedly respected’.54 Having lost both parents it is more than likely 

that family ties influenced her decision to emigrate. Travelling steerage class Elizabeth Kennicott arrived at 

Melbourne on the Blackwall Line ship Kent in August 1858 as an unassisted passenger. The manifest records her 

as being 20 [sic] years old and a spinster.55 It is evident that Henry, and no doubt Frances Ann, thought highly of 

Elizabeth and James. The Crockfords were childless and perhaps they ‘adopted’ Elizabeth as their own. James 

Goodger was one of the Executors of Henry’s will. 

William Crockford, labourer, died in hospital on 21 March 1885 aged 77, the cause being recorded as catarrh and 

pneumonia.56 Together with his brother Henry and sister-in-law Frances Ann he was buried in St Andrew’s 

Anglican Cemetery, Carrick.57 

 
 

 
St Andrews’ Church, Carrick 
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Crockford Gravesite 

 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY 

OF 

FRANCES ANN 

WIFE OF 

HENRY CROCKFORD 

WHO DIED AUG. 4TH 1875 

AGED 75 YEARS 

_____ 

ALSO 

THE ABOVE 

HENRY CROCKFORD 

WHO DIED 18TH MARCH 1884 

AGED 80 YEARS. 

_____ 

ALSO 

WILLIAM CROCKFORD 

WHO DIED MARCH 21ST 1885 

AGED 77 YEARS 

_____ 

 

 
Eastoe Gravesite – next to Crockford’s 

(Photographs, Mike Fretwell, February 2018) 
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But who is left to remember them? This question was answered by Roy Gregory, who has been researching the 

Crockford family for some time, and who contacted me regarding Henry and William Crockford. He tells me: 

I live at Swanick near Southampton and this is the adjacent to Sarisbury Green mentioned in your document and 

also in Henry’s will. His brother George and sister-in-law Jane are buried in our local churchyard.58 

 

Further,  

There has been a story passed down in the family, which has become extensive, that William sent money back 

to England to have a house built and the house which figures in the story is called Tasmania Cottage and still 

exists today. I am trying to investigate the story for I do not believe that he made that sort of money in his life, 

albeit he and Mary Anne, his wife, did live at Ballarat East, Victoria and later Inglewood, both areas of which 

were centres of the gold rush in the mid-1850s. 

I have also been looking into links with the Goodger family and also Thomas Wilks Monds, the mill owner and 

other executor mentioned in Henry’s mill. 

It is really pleasing to know that there is still family in England who do and will continue to remember the small 

contingent of Tasmanian Crockfords. 

Postscript 

Junction Farm is still operating today. Under the heading 'Expansive Frontage to the South Esk and Meander 

Rivers in Northern Tasmania' it was recently advertised for sale. Situated in an ideal location, only 15 kilometres 

from Launceston, 'Junction Farm' enjoys approximately 10 kilometres of prime river frontage on the Meander and 

South Esk Rivers. 
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Map showing Junction Farm (shaded purple)59 

 

 
(Photographs, Mike and Leonie Fretwell, February 2018) 
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William Crockford 

William Crockford was born in 1809 at Cheriton. On 28 April 1834 he married Charlotte Shearman at North 

Stoneham, Hampshire.60 He had been tried at the Southampton Assizes on 27 February 1840 and found guilty of 

the identical crime of his elder brother – sheep stealing – but William’s sentence was only 15 years. Following the 

same path, he spent time on the Leviathan, where his behaviour was recorded as ‘Bad’, before being embarked 

on the Lord Lyndoch on 5 September 1840 and being shipped out to Van Diemen’s Land, arriving at Hobart on 5 

February 1841.61 

His Conduct Record notes that his general behaviour on board was ‘good’. The Record confirms that he was a 

married man and that his wife’s name was Charlotte. He was a Protestant, a shepherd by occupation, and could 

both read and write. Physically, he was 5ft 2¾ tall, with a florid complexion, black to grey hair and whiskers, and 

light brown eyes and black eyebrows. He had a medium sized head, round face, medium sized mouth and nose, 

and a dimpled chin.62 

The 1841 muster shows him as assigned to government works with the South Port Party; in 1846 he was mustered 

as being assigned to Mr. Armitage at Bagdad.63 He was granted a Ticket of Leave in 1847 and a conditional 

pardon in 1851 when he was employed as a shepherd with Mr. William Broadribb.64 It was also in 1851 that, 

notwithstanding Charlotte in England, William obtained a colonial wife. It should be noted, however, that Charlotte 

had herself remarried at Southampton on 18 March 1843. Aged 27, and claiming to be a widow, Charlotte 

Crockford [Charlotte Shearman] had married George Blowe.65 

It was on 2 June 1851 that William Crockford, of full age and a shepherd, and Mary Ann Durham, age 16 and a 

house maid, were married at the Jericho church. Although William had been recorded as being able to read and 

write, both he and the bride made their mark – ‘X’. The two witnesses were Thomas and Maria Bren. The marriage 

was registered at in the Midlands town of Oatlands (16.8 kms north of Jericho).66 

 

Mary Ann Durham, one of twin daughters born illegitimately to Elizabeth Durham, was born on 18 May 1835 at 

Hobart. Her twin sister, Mary Matilda, survived only two weeks, and died on 5 June.67 

 

It is likely that when she boarded the Strathfieldsay at Gravesend in April 1834 twenty-two year old Elizabeth 

Durham was an orphan.68 Emigrating under the bounty system, she arrived at Van Diemen’s Land on 13 August, 

one of 272 women, mostly young and employable. Lieutenant-Governor Arthur described them as being ‘of a very 

superior class’ and anticipated that ‘the whole of them would have obtained employment before the expiration of 

a fortnight’. Indeed, Elizabeth obtained a position as a general servant to Major Lord, on a wage of £12 per 

annum.69 But not a position she could have held for long because within nine months of her arrival she found 

herself in the Hobart hospital. Five years later, on 18 May 1840, Elizabeth Durham and Thomas Bren were married 

at the School House, Clarence Plains – a timely event given that their son, Thomas Henry Bren was born three 

months later in August.70 It was Thomas and his wife (aka Maria) who had witnessed William and Mary Ann’s 
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marriage. 

 

What happened to William and his young wife? As did so many Vandemonians they headed off to Victoria. William, 

perhaps checking out the prospects, had made a trip from Launceston to Melbourne on the Yarra Yarra in 

September 1852. The following year, and again travelling steerage, both he and Mary Ann boarded the Yarra 

Yarra at Launceston on 31 March bound for Melbourne.71 Shortly after they had relocated to Victoria, in 1855 a 

daughter, Sarah Maria Elizabeth Crockford, was born to William and Mary Ann at Ballarat East, Victoria.72  

Some four years later, in May 1859, Henry Crockford placed a ‘missing persons’ notice in The Age.73  

 

Whether William responded to the notice, or if any information about his whereabouts was relayed to Henry, is 

not known. What is known, however, is that William did not fare as well as his older brother. Was Henry aware 

that in April 1858 William was in trouble with the law? The following notice appeared in the Police Gazette.74 

 

The outcome of the charge is not known. But two subsequent offences, for which he was tried and found guilty in 

February 1860 at Geelong, earned him a custodial sentence of 8 and 4 years accumulative.75 
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I have located a copy of William Crockford’s entry in the Central Register of Male Prisoners, and it makes for 

interesting reading.76 Contrary to the convict indent, he can read only, which accounts for why he made his mark 

on the record of his marriage to Mary Ann Durham. During his time in the colonies he had acquired a number of 

‘Particular Marks’ which were not recorded in the indent. In all he had three scars on his left temple; a scar on the 

top of his head; scar under left eye; scar on ridge of nose; scars inside both arms; scar on his right knee and scar 

on inside right leg. In addition the little finger on his left hand had been injured at some time. In the section 

‘Previous History’ his wife in England is referred to but he claimed to have ‘no relations in this colony’. He was 

delivered to Pentridge Prison, Melbourne, on 13 March 1860; his sentence was increased by seven days for a 

couple of misdemeanours, and it seems that he was to serve out his sentence in hard labour working on the 

roads.77 In February 1866 he was given a ticket of leave (restricted to Melbourne?). Assuming he served the full 

sentence he would have been finally released in 1872. 

The next record found for William’s ‘career’ is his inclusion in a list of prisoners arraigned at the Recorder Court, 

Launceston, in May 1874.78 



Bond of Friendship Ann Kennicott - Bristol 

 

- 15- 

 

The court case was reported in the Weekly Examiner. His Honor seems not to have known about, or chosen to 

ignore William Hedley? Crockford’s previous record in Victoria when considering the case and sending William off 

to Hobart Gaol.79 

 

By the early 1880s William Crockford was regularly appearing before the Launceston Police Court on charges of 

being drunk and disorderly – in March and June 1880, drunk and incapable at Deloraine and Alveston respectively 

and for both offences, fined 5s and in default 24 hours imprisonment; on 30 in October 1882, drunk and disorderly 

and fined 10s and costs; November 1883, fined 10s and 1s costs for having been drunk and incapable, or in 

default 48 hours’ solitary confinement; September 1884, fined 10s for having been drunk and disorderly, in default, 

48 hours’ solitary confinement.80 This latter charge was colourfully reported in the Launceston Examiner. 

Last evening a man named William Crockford was arrested on the charge of being drunk and disorderly. 

Crockford had his coat off and wanted to fight everyone and any one The relentless hand of fate, however, in 

the shape of Sergeant McAuliffe, was against this free exhibition of his pugilistic skill, and consigned him to a 

free lodging until this morning, when he will perhaps find that he has paid too dearly for “wetting his whistle”.81 

He must have been a worry for Henry and Frances Ann. In his will Henry made some provision for William – he 

was to receive the sum of one shilling a day, to be paid in weekly instalments, and, during his lifetime, occupancy 

of Henry’s cottage and land at Carrick. 

We have noted that, in 1860, William claimed he had no relatives in Victoria, but we know that his wife Mary Ann 

had accompanied him there and they had a daughter born there in 1855. So what happened to Mary Ann? Even 

if she had returned to Tasmania, she was definitely back in Victoria where, in 1863, she married John Garrett.82 

His provenance is, at present unknown, but an unnamed male child was born to John and Mary Ann at Inglewood 

in 1863 and possibly died the same year.83 A little more is known about John Garrett from the Victorian Probate 

and Administration Files. He died aged about 60 on 19 February 1896. He had been a miner, owning one half in 
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‘Gold Mining Lease No3711 Maryborough in the Inglewood Division … which has been sold and transferred to 

the Garrett and Long Mining Company for £200’.84 In fact John Garrett and William Long had been in partnership 

by at least by August 1880. 

Our Inglewood correspondent informs us that mining matters will continue to improve. Yesterday, Messrs. John 

Garrett and W. Long finished a crushing of 46 tons of stone from the Leicester Reef, which gave the satisfactory 

yield of 23ozs 12dwts. Considering that no machinery was require to obtain this, such a yield is highly 

remunerative.85 

This was a case of keeping things ‘in the family’ as in 1883 William Long was to become the husband of Mary 

Ann’s daughter Sarah Maria Elizabeth Crockford.86 

In 1897 Mary Ann married again - as Mary Ann Garrett – to the recently widowed Charles Isaac.87 Mary Ann Isaac, 

wife of Charles and mother of Mrs. W. Long, died at “Garrettville”, Inglewood, on 4 February 1912.88 The following 

obituary appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser.89 

 

Widower Charles Isaac outlived Mary Ann by sixteen months. He died 17 October, 1915, his passing marked by 

the following obituary.90 

 

In his will be left his horse and buggy to Sarah Maria Elizabeth Long, of Old Inglewood, for her own personal use.91 
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