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Mary Moon
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1 - son
A good mother but a blasphemous and bad disposition
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Preamble
Mary Moen did not face her trial alone. She was one of a group of five prisoners who were tried together on 24
July 1816. The Berwick Advertiser published a detailed account of the trial.
BERWICK SESSIONS
At a General Gaol Delivery holden for this Borough, on Wednesday last, before the Rev. Joseph Barnes, Clerk,
Mayor, Christopher Cookson, Esq. Recorder, and William Grieve, Esq. John Clunie, Esq. David Stow, Esq. And
William Pattison, Esq. Six of his Majesty's Justices of Gaol Delivery for the said Borough, the following Prisoners
in the Gaol of this Borough, viz.:- James Moen, Mary Moen, Barnard Duffey, Margaret Duffy [sic], and Maria
Courtney, were severally indicted for High Treason, in feloniously and traitorously forging and counterfeiting one
piece of false feigned and counterfeit Money and Coin, to the likeness and similitude of the good legal and
current Money and Silver Coin of this Realm, called a Sixpence. To this indictment the Prisoners pleaded Not
Guilty.
Mr Losh then addressed the Jury on the part of the Crown. After commenting at some length on the importance,
in a Country of such vast commercial concerns as this, of preserving the Coin from adulteration, shewing the
propriety of vesting the power of issuing the Coin in the Crown, and the antiquity of the provisions of the law for
punishing offenders against this branch of the Royal prerogative, he proceeded to detail the material facts of the
case. The following witnesses were then examined :Wm. White, Plasterer.- On 8th Feb. last, about six in the evening, in consequence of some information he had
received that some persons suspected of coining, lodged in Mary Anderson's, in Walkergate Lane, he went in
company with Jos. Park into the yard in which the house is situated, and getting on an old wall, a short distance
from the window of the room upstairs, where prisoners lodged, he saw prisoners Margaret Duffey, Mary Moen,
and Maria Courtney, sitting around a table, upon which there was a candle, close to the window. Margaret Duffey
had her back to the window, and was clipping something with a pair of scissars [sic]. Mary Moen and Maria
Courtney, were also sitting. Barnard Duffey and James Moen standing behind them with their faces to the
window: Duffey holding a cup, Moen a gallipot - James Moen received from Maria Courtney pieces of metal,
apparently counterfeit coin, which he dipped into the cup and returned to her, and she rubbed them between her
finger and thumb; this was repeated frequently. Mary Moen was engaged in the same way, handing the pieces
to Maria Courtney, who handed them to J. Moen. Mary Moen and Maria Courtney examined some of the pieces,
and gave them again to Barnard Duffey, who put them in the cup and returned them again. Mary Moen and
Maria Courtney then went out; witness followed them. Saw Mary Moen go into the shop of Isabella Johnson, in
Castlegate; Maria Courtney remaining on the outside. Witness saw her give to Isabella Johnson in payment of
what she bought, two sixpences. On her coming out, witness went in and asked to see the sixpences; found
them counterfeits; marked them and returned them to Isabella Johnson. He then went back to the house, where
he found Mr Park at the door, who accompanied him to Castlegate, where they found and apprehended Mary
Moen and Maria Courtney, and took them to Isabella Johnson, who immediately identified Mary Moen as the
person who gave her the sixpences. They were afterwards committed. On searching them there were found
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upon them a quantity of bread, sugar, tea, and tobacco.
Joseph Park confirmed Wm. White's testimony so far as he was present. On White seeing prisoners engaged in
the room as before stated, witness went to the Mayor, and by his orders got Messrs Wilson, M'Gall, and Hope,
constables, and Messrs Alex. Thomson, Wm. Jameson, and Charles Ferguson, to accompany them to the house
where prisoners lodged. They all went up stairs but witness and Ferguson. Witness guarded the door. While
doing so a man came down stairs and wished to go out. Witness ordered him back. He went into the lower room.
Eliz. Simpson was then standing by, and said that he was the head of the gang. Eliz. Ormston was then standing
at the door of the lower room, where the man entered. Could not say that it was either of the male prisoners.
Shortly after White came for him. He left Ferguson to guard the door, and went with White to Castlegate, where
they proceeded as before detailed by him. All the persons who went up stairs were severally called to prove
what took place there. The facts stated by them were - that on going in the prisoners were standing, and
appeared somewhat confused; they were all delivered into the custody of Hope till their persons and the room
were searched. Here were found on Mary Duffey a pair of scissars, a small empty glass phial, a pocket-book
with a copper door-plate; and on James Moen a quantity of white powder which he said was starch. - A file, the
teeth of which were full of copper, was found on the mantle-piece. There were found in some straw in the room,
3 pieces of copper coloured to the resemblance of sixpences, 9 polished and ready for colouring, 3 cut and
rounded, and a cup containing the substance for colouring; another pair of scissars were found on the table, and
some clippings of copper on the floor - the edges of the scissars were tinged with copper.
The file, 2 pairs of scissars, phial, clippings and pieces of copper and colouring materials, were produced by
M'Gall, and identified.
Mary Anderson, widow, keeps a Lodging House in Walkergate Lane. Prisoners Barnard Duffey, Margaret Duffey,
and Maria Courtney, came to her house on Sunday 4th February, last, and asked for lodgings she let them two
beds in the upper room. On the day following James and Mary Moen, came, they were at first down stairs, they
asked whom witness had up stairs, she told them Barnard Duffey, and his family, they did not say that they knew
them nor when they afterwards went up stairs to sleep, did it appear so to witness who shewed them the room.
They remained in the room up stairs with Duffey, and his family till apprehended. The room contains four beds,
prisoners had three, the other bed was during several of the nights the prisoners were there occupied by some
other persons, but prisoners had always the room to themselves during the day, witness was not often up, when
there never saw any thing like a manufacture of counterfeit coin. Prisoners did not appear to follow any trade,
no person making combs or mending umbrellas lodged there at that time.
Thomas Hope, is a Parish Constable; part of his duty is to visit the lodging houses. On the day preceding, that
one on which prisoners were apprehended, on going in the evening to Mary Anderson's, he saw prisoner Barnard
Duffey, cutting with a pair of scissars a round piece of copper, about the size of a large sixpence out of a piece
of thin sheet copper, about half the size of his hand, he seemed much confused on observing witness, and
attempted to conceal from him what he was doing, by slipping the articles down by his side, on witness asking
what he was doing, he said he was doing nothing, witness said no more but left the room. He also gave evidence
as to the search of the house. Prisoners would not have been allowed so long in town, but for the severity of the
weather at the time.
Isabella Johnson, keeps a small grocer shop, in Castlegate. On 8th of February last, Prisoner, Mary Moen, came
into the witness' shop and asked for some tea, sugar, and bread, which witness sold her, prisoner gave her two
sixpences in payment, witness returned her the overplus in copper, shortly after Mary Moen went out, William
White, came in and asked to see the sixpences, witness shewed them, he said they were counterfeit, put a mark
on them, told her to take care of them and went away. He afterwards came back accompanied by Mr Park,
bringing with them Mary Moen, and Maria Courtney. Mary Moen admitted that she paid witness two sixpences
but questioned the two produced being the same. Messrs White, and Park, then took the prisoners away. She
is positive as to Mary Moen, being the person, and that the sixpences she now produces are those she got from
Mary Moen. On first receiving them she put them into a small cup in the counter drawer, in which there was then
only one sixpence which was uncommonly small, and from which she could easily distinguish them. On being
desired by White to take care of them, she wrapped them up, and has kept them so ever since.
William White on being again called, identified the sixpences produced as the same shewn him by Isabella
Johnson, on the 8th February.
Robert Lough, Tinsmith, Berwick. A few days before prisoners were apprehended, Mary Moen and Maria
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Courtney, came to witness’ shop, and asked for some sheet copper, which they said was for covering the backs
of combs, witness sold them some of about the thickness of a shilling, and received 7½d for it. They came back
the next day for more, but witness not having any but large sheets would not cut them for so small a quantity,
they did not say it was to mend umbrellas.
Elizabeth Simpson, washerwoman, lives in the front house, in Walkergate Lane, in the yard adjoining which Mary
Anderson's lodging house is situate, was at home on the 8th February last, when prisoners were apprehended,
was during the time in the yard standing near Mr Park, who guarded the door, saw prisoner Barnard Duffey,
come down stairs, Mr Park ordered him back, he went back into the house, but witness could not see where,
witness told Mr Park, he was the head of the gang.
Elizabeth Ormston, seaman’s wife; is a daughter of Mary Anderson, was in the house at the time of the search
on the 8th February, was during part of that time, standing at the door of the lower room, while there Barnard
Duffey, came down and wished to go out. Park ordered him back, he then went into the lower room, witness
heard him say “my God where shall I go,” she never saw him after. He could only get out by the window into the
back yard, from which he might escape either into Walkergate Lane, or the High Street.
Mr Caleb Edward Powell, from the office of the solicitors to the mint, has had very long experience in conducting
prosecutions of this description, and in the course of that time, has had opportunities of becoming acquainted
with the implements usually employed by persons in counterfeiting the coin. The implements and colouring
matter produced are complete for the purpose, he described the different stages of the pieces produced by Mr
M'Gall. The two sixpences produced by Isabella Johnson, witness thought might have imposed on very good
judges, and had they not been scratched by Mr White, might still do so.
Mr John Nichol, one of the Moneyers of the Mint, proved these sixpences to be counterfeited, and that they were
never issued by the Mint.
The evidence for the prosecution here closed, and the prisoners having no defence to make, the Learned
Recorder then proceeded to sum up and comment upon the Evidence, in an able, clear and perspicuous manner,
when the Jury retired for a few minutes, and returned with a Verdict of Guilty against all the Prisoners. Mr
Recorder then in a most impressive and affecting manner, pronounced Sentence of Death upon each of the
unhappy prisoners. A most heart-rending scene now took place, the mutual recriminations of the unhappy
culprits, and their frantic appeals for mercy, formed a spectacle much more easy to be conceived than described.
And it was not until a considerable degree of force was used by the proper Officers, that the unfortunate Convicts
could be removed from the Bar.
The Death Warrant for their Execution was then Signed and Sealed by the Magistrates there assembled, and
delivered over to the Coroner, ordaining him to carry the dreadful Sentence of the Law into Execution, on
Saturday the 24th of August next, should the Royal Mercy not intervene.
We are happy however to understand, that the Justices of Gaol Delivery with those feelings of humanity for
which our Worshipful Bench of Magistrates have been so long distinguished, and “which becomes even a
throned Monarch better than his Crown,” have represented the case of the unhappy Convicts to his Royal
Highness the Prince Regent, and have recommended the Prisoners to the Royal Mercy.
This Trial which was conducted with much solemnity, occupied the attention of a very crowded Court for nearly
seven hours, and appeared to make a most serious impression upon all who were present.1

At the conclusion of the July sessions a report on what was to become known as ‘the Sixpence Trial’, was prepared
by James Barnes, Mayor of Berwick, Christopher Cookson, Recorder of Berwick, and the sessions’ judges and
submitted to the Home Office. The report concluded with the justices’ recommendation referred to above.
The justices do not think good government of the Borough requires the infliction of the punishment of death being
carried into effect. Initial sentence: death. Recommendation: mercy.2

On 5 August 1816 Lord Sidmouth issued a memorandum from Whitehall to the Major of Berwick upon Tweed, the
Coroner and others whom it may concern, directing that
… the Execution of the Sentence of Death passed upon James Moen, Mary Moen, Barnard Duffey, Margaret
Duffey, and Maria Courtney, now in the Gaol at Berwick upon Tweed, be Respited until further signification of
his Royal Highness’s Pleasure.
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P.S. you will acknowledge the receipt hereof by return of Post.3

The memorandum was followed by another, addressed to ‘Our Trusty and Welbeloved, the Mayor, Recorder and
Justices’ etc. which conveyed the news the prisoners were hoping for.
Whereas James Moen, Mary Moen, Barnard Duffey, Margaret Duffey, and Maria Courtney were at a Court of
General Gaol Delivery holden at the Tolbooth of the Borough of Berwick upon Tweed in and for the said Borough
on Wednesday the 24th day of July last, tried and convicted of having feloniously and traitorously forged,
counterfeited and coined one piece of false feigned and counterfeit money and coin to the likeness and similitude
of the good, legal and current money of silver coin of this Realm called Sixpence and had Sentence of Death
passed upon them for the same. We in consideration of some favourable circumstances humbly represented
unto us on their behalf are graciously pleased to Extend Our Grace and Mercy unto them and to Grant them Our
Pardon for their said crime on Condition of their being transported to the Coast of New South Wales, or some
one or other of the Islands adjacent for and during the Term of their respective natural lives. Our Will and
Pleasure therefore is that you do give the necessary Directions accordingly and that they be inserted for their
said Crime on the said Condition in the first and next General Pardon that shall come out for the Northern Circuit
– And for so doing this shall be your Warrant Given at Our Court at Carlton House the 16 th day of August 1816
in the 56th Year of Our Reign.4

Extract - Plan of Berwick upon Tweed highlighting Walkergate Lane/High Street/ Castlegate and Tolbooth [12]5

The coiners, and particularly the men of the group, could consider themselves lucky. In this case public (and
judicial) sentiment reflected a more lenient attitude, but coining was still on the statute books as a treasonable
offence. But clearly they had been prepared to take the risk and, indeed, if the weather had been more favourable,
they would have quickly moved on, hopefully before their fraudulent dealings were discovered. Theirs’ was a
typical cottage industry set up, different members of the group being responsible for the various stages involved
in creating and then distributing the fake currency. And if Mr Powell, Solicitor to the Mint, is to be believed, to the
untrained eye the fake coins were not easy to detect. This group of coiners also fitted the profile identified by one
commentator who holds that
The Irish network was quite skilful in how they made profit and got rid of their counterfeit goods. 6

But once tried and convicted, the women were returned to the Berwick Gaol and the men sent to the hulks. It
would be some time before they all met up again.
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Details of when and where Mary married James Moen are as yet unknown but we do know that when Mary Moen
was brought before the Berwick Court on that July day in 1816 she was heavily pregnant. The following month
she gave birth in prison to a son.
N.B. On the 5th day of August 1816 was born (in Berwick upon Tweed) and christened two or three Days after,
James Moen, the son of James Moen and his wife (formerly Mary Galager). The sponsors by proxy were Selby
Grey and Frances Dand [?].7

There is no mention of young James in the Friendship pre-embarkation and indent documentation. It is only from
the report of Peter Cosgreave, Surgeon Superintendent, on the conduct of Mary Moen - A good mother but a
blasphemous and bad disposition - that we learn that her son did in fact accompany his mother. James would
have been almost one year old when he and his mother, embarked on the Friendship, sailed from England’s
shores in July 1817. The Convict Index for Mary Moon [sic] noted that, on arrival at Port Jackson in January 1818,
she was aged 23, was the wife of James, and was a needlewoman by calling.8
Although I have not found anything to confirm it, it is likely that once James Junior reached the age of four he
would have been sent to the Orphan School. He would have been two months short of his fifth birthday when his
mother served what was probably her first, but definitely not her last, stint of punishment at the Female Factory.
On 12 June 1821 Mary Moon had appeared before the Sydney Bench where magistrate D’Arcy Wentworth
sentenced her to 3 months hard labour at the Factory.9 And it was at the Factory that Mary Mone [sic] was residing
for the 1822 convict muster, but notably with her term of sentence recorded as 7 years.10

Surprisingly Many Moon is listed as being free by servitude for the 1825 muster, and a housekeeper resident in
Sydney.11

For the next record, dated 5 October 1827, there is no reference to Mary’s status but her whereabouts are clear
– she had that day been admitted into the Sydney Gaol. She was charged with keeping a disorderly house and
sentenced to ‘3rd Class 6 months’.12 So she was to be returned to the Factory at Parramatta and subjected to the
severest punishment regime, reserved for women who had committed secondary offences together with females
who were reputed to be incorrigible. Third class prisoners were allocated the worst and most demeaning tasks –
such as working in the laundry, breaking stones and picking oakum – and they were denied such indulgences as
tea, and sugar. Further, and most dreaded, they were liable to have their hair cut off. The 1828 census muster of
residents at the Government Factory at Parramatta was conducted on 29 October. Mary would have completed
her 6 months sentence, but she was one of the inmates listed, aged 33 and holding a conditional pardon. Once
again we find a variation on her original sentence.13

Noting the many variations of her surname, Mary may have been the Mary Mahon, who had arrived on the
Friendship, and was, in 1829, a resident of Sydney. This Mary was found guilty of possessing stolen property and
on 19 May found herself back at Parramatta to serve 3 months in 3rd class.14
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We lose track of Mary for a couple of years, during which time she seems to have kept herself out of trouble, but
on 30 January 1832 she is back before the Sydney magistrates. The record does not state her offence, but it was
serious enough to earn her another stint in 3rd class at the Factory where she was received on 31 January, this
time for nine months.15
On a seemingly more positive note, on 10 September 1833 Ticket of Leave No.33/572 was written out to Mary Ux
Jas. Moen. The ticket butt also carries the notation that Mary had been issued with a Ticket of Exemption on 5
June the previous year. However, no sooner had the Ticket of Leave been drawn up, it was cancelled, as
evidenced by the words written across the butt.
Cancelled before signing Moen having been sent to the Factory for nine months 30 January 1832 for stealing a
shawl, value five shillings.16

At least we now know why Mary was sent to the Factory for nine months. However, this and her previous ‘visits’
to the Factory did nothing to deter her recurring pattern of wayward behaviour and subsequent punishment. On
19 November 1833, two months after her Ticket of Leave was withdrawn, Prisoner Number 2560, described as
being 5’ 0½” tall, with a ruddy complexion, dark brown hair and hazel eyes, (alternatively referred to as Mary Moon
and Mary Moan) faced the Sydney bench. Again the Entrance Book does not specify her offence, but it was
probably of a relatively minor nature as she was sentenced to just 14 days 3rd class at the Factory.17. However,
the following notice, dated 5 August 1833, from the Principal Superintendent of the Convicts’ Office may explain
the circumstances of Mary’s committal, although perhaps not the comparative leniency of the sentence.
The undermentioned Prisoners having absconded from the Individuals and Employments set against their
Names respectively, and some of them being at large with stolen Certificates, and Tickets of Leave, all
Constables and others are hereby required and commanded to use their utmost exertions in apprehending and
lodging them in safe custody ….
Moen Mary, Friendship, 37, Berwick upon Tweed, Needlewoman, from Robert Smith, since 4 th August.18
-6-

Bond of Friendship

Mary Moen - Northumberland

Mary Moon was the subject of another newspaper item, amusing but rather cruel, published in The Sydney Herald
of 3 April 1834.
“Better late than never.” – Mary Moon, a matronly looking damsel, with a face glowing like the sun in his meridian
splendour, was put to the bar, charged with being at large without the necessary pass.
“Your Worship,” said Mary, “this is a werry hard case; I was to have been married this morning, and now, your
Worship, it is too late.
Bench – To be married! why, at your age of life you ought to be thinking of something else.
Prisoner – Oh! all people don’t think like your Worship; better late than never.
Bench – What sort of man is your intended husband?
Prisoner – Why he is so-so, your Worship, well enough to look at.
Bench – Then you expect a great deal of happiness, I suppose, in the marriage state?
Prisoner – Yes, your Worship, if things don’t go contrary like.
The constable stated that she had a pass, but from the loose manner in which it was drawn up, he believed it to
be a forgery. Her master than came forward, and stated he gave her the pass.
The Bench observed that it was not properly drawn up, and cautioned him when he wanted to give another, to
get it properly made out. Mary was discharged.19

In reference to the news item above, the Sydney Gaol Entrance Book records that Mary Moon, needlewoman,
had been committed on 31 March. Discharged, she was returned to the Factory as a 1st class inmate.20 If it was
true that Mary Moen was considering marriage, the question arises as to what had happened to her husband
James Moen?
Following the trial James Moen, aged 23, together with 50 year old Barnard Duffey, was removed from Berwick
and taken onto the hulk Justitia on 10 October 1816. Their offence was recorded in the hulk register as ‘High
Treason’. Four months later they were taken from the hulk and delivered to the convict transport Shipley which
departed England on 18 December 1816 carrying 125 convicts. A relatively speedy passage found the vessel at
Port Jackson on 24 April 1817.21 The last entry of the Surgeon Superintendent’s journal was made on 2 May 1817.
This day the whole number of Soldiers, Passengers and Convicts [dis]embarked together with three children of
soldiers born during the passage were landed in good health. 22

Thus, having been mustered and disembarked, the Shipley’s convict contingent was dispersed to their various
places of assignment. Of the 125 convicts landed, and as listed in a directive from the Colonial Secretary to the
district magistrates, 27 were to be sent to Parramatta, 30 to Windsor, and 11 to Liverpool. James Moen was not
on the list and would therefore be one of the 57 who were retained in Sydney.23 On arrival he was described as
being 24 years old, a native of County Monaghan and a labourer by calling. He was quite tall at 5’ 9½”, had a dark
pale [sic] complexion, brown hair and grey eyes.24

As far as colonial records are concerned James has proved to be rather elusive A convict listing of 1817 records
him (under the name James Mohan), very vaguely, as being ‘disposed of’ as a Settlers Man. In 1821, again as
James Mohan, he was recorded as being assigned to Judge Wylde.25 A return for the 1822 general muster is
puzzling, but does refer to a James, his wife Mary and son James.26
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The surname for these three people is given as Moore. James Snr is recorded as arriving per the Shipley and
Mary per the Friendship, as had James Jnr. While Mary [Mone] was also listed separately as being in the Female
Factory for 1822 (see above), the grouping and relationships between these three people strongly suggests that
they and the Moens were one and the same. The 1825 muster serves to compound the possible confusion.27

James Jnr is again listed as son of Mary Moore of Sydney and, again, Mary had been listed separately as a freeby-servitude housekeeper at Sydney. Here Mary, at Sydney, is listed as wife of J s Moore. The James Moore for
this 1825 listing, who had arrived on the Shipley in 1817, with a 14 year sentence, is assigned to Mr. Marsden at
Bathurst. There was no man named James Moore in the manifest for the Shipley which arrived in 1817, nor for
the Shipley’s 1818, 1820 and 1821 voyages to the colony.28
Turning now to the 1828 census, for which Mary was an inmate at the Parramatta Factory. James was resident
at Kent Street, Sydney, one of the many lodgers at Mary Starkey’s residence. For this return James’ sentence is
correctly stated, and by now he held a Ticket-of-Leave.29 James Jnr, then about 12 years old, has not yet been
located in the 1828 census.

In the context of today’s way of thinking, it is unlikely that Mary and James enjoyed much ‘quality time’ together
with Mary having spent so much time in the Factory. In January 1832 she was facing the possibility of another
spell of incarceration. Perhaps the prospect weighed heavily on James’ mind. Certainly, as indicated in the
following news item of 16 January, he had displayed suicidal tendencies. But notwithstanding James’ state of
mind, and Dr. Fattorini’s opinion, the inquest determined that he had been strangled before being thrown into the
water at the Market Wharf.30

James had been issued with ticket-of-leave No. 280/2677 on 28 November 1821. In October 1828 he put in a
request for another one to replace the now ‘mutilated’ original and was duly issued with ticket No 28/424. This
one did not last so long and once again another ticket, No.31/208, was issued on 8 December 1831. The two
replacements stipulated that James was allowed to remain in the District of Sydney. With James’ death, the third
ticket was cancelled, the following notation being written across the ticket butt.
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Cancelled, the holder having been found murdered in the month of January 1832 at Sydney. 31

So, widowed in 1832, Mary Moen was back on the marriage market. She had bemoaned the fact that, due to her
appearance at court, she had missed her wedding day on 3 April 1834. It was not, in fact, until later that year, on
13 September, that she and Edmund Dixon were granted permission to marry. The prospective groom was six
years or so younger than the bride-to-be, and he had ‘come free’ on the ship Strathfieldsay.32

Edmund and Mary were married on 24 September 1834 at St Andrew’s Scots Church, Bathurst Street, by the
Rev. John McGarvie.33 Early the following year a Mary Dixon was the victim of a couple of housebreakers. It is
not absolutely certain that this woman was ‘our’ Mary, but the melodramatic recounting of her experience is
redolent of Mary Moon’s entertaining testimony of 1834.
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 25, 1835
James Irving and John Farrell, both prisoners of the crown were brought before the bench charged with felony.
Mary Dixon, a little woman with a very long tongue, and a nose on which the ruby bestowed its brightest tinge,
sworn – I know the prisoner Farrell well; on Monday evening last about half past 11 o’clock I was aroused by a
crush, as if the roof of the house was falling in; I opened my eyes, and there I saw, your worships, the prisoner
Farrell standing over me, looking at me in a most dreadful manner; he didn’t say anything to me at first, so I put
my head under the blanket, and there I lay trembling expecting every moment to be my last. I heard another man
ransacking my room, and break open one of my boxes and taking out all my clothes, consisting of 2 gowns, 2
pairs of stockings 3 shifts, 1 pair of stays, and a variety of other apparel. Your honour, when they had done what
they liked, the ruffian that was over me says, ‘Now you old b --- h, it you don’t lay still for the remainder of the
night, and keep your long tongue quiet, I’ll come up stairs and blow your b --- y brains out’. ’Oh! Lord,’ said I,
‘young man don’t hurt me, and you are welcome to take all I’ve got, but don’t take away my life, and I promise
you I’ll hold my tongue.’ Dear heart, your worships, I was never so terrified in my life. Upon this they went away
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and I heard them fasten the bed room door after them; presently I heard a lodger of mine cry out, ‘Oh! my God,
what are you going to do?’ I then crept out of bed and opened the window softly, and saw two men going by; I
cried out murder, when they came in and secured one of the ruffians, and the other got away.

The lodger, Mary Dixon, in a more measured tone, testified to having also been robbed; James Macquin, who had
been walking down Kent Street at the time, described how he heard Mary’s cries and, with one John Anderson,
burst into the house, secured Farrell, and took him to the watch house.34 However, if Mary was the victim, the
question arises as to where her husband was while the family home was being raided. We do know, however,
where Edmund Dixon was on 18 July 1839 – he was standing before the bar at the Sydney Quarter Sessions, to
answer a charge of larceny. The hearing attracted the attention of the press, the following being one of the more
detailed accounts, and one which reveals neither Edmund nor Mary in a good light.
Thomas [sic] Dixon was placed at the bar charged with stealing £6 12s 6d from the person on an old blind
pensioner named Keane. It appeared that Keane, after receiving his pension got tipsy, Mr. McDermott of the
“Forbes Hotel”, York-street, deposed, that the prisoner and Keane came to his house together. Keane had some
money loose in his handkerchief, which he desired him, witness, to count. He did so, and afterwards tied up the
money in Keane’s handkerchief at his request. Keane then wanted half a pint of gin which Mr. McDermott refused
to give him, as he thought he had drunk too much already. Catherine Scott deposed, that the prisoner Dixon
came to her and paid her 9s 6d on Keane’s account. Keane had been lodging with her, but did not return after
receiving his pension on the 1st of this month. He came back on the Wednesday following in a miserable state,
saying, that he had been fastened up in Dixon’s house ever since he received his money, and had only now
been able to get free. Dixon and his wife having gone out. Keane had no money when he came home. Margaret
Ireland deposed that she went with Mrs. Scott the last witness, to get her money for Keane’s lodging. The
prisoner said he had the money but would keep it till Keane was sober. The prisoner denied having the money,
but the old pensioner swore positively that the prisoner took the money from him, and that he had been led to
his house under the pretence of there being two letters from Hobart for him, one from his son, and another from
his wife. When he went to the house, the prisoner told him there were two letters but he could not get them till
Monday. He never knew either the prisoner or his wife until they came to his lodgings. The prisoner was
committed to take his trial but allowed bail, himself in £80, and two sureties in £40 each.35

On 10 October 1839, before Chairman J. Campbell, Junior, and a Military Jury, Edward [sic] Dixon was found
guilty as charged and was remanded for sentence. On 14 October he was sentenced to 6 calendar months with
hard labour at a House of Correction.36

At this point, and pending further research, the trail for Mary Dixon and her husband peters out. It has been
suggested that she died on 29 August 1861, at Clarence Street, Camperdown.37 However, a check on the parish
register shows that this Mary Dixon was aged just 37 when she died.
James Moen, Jnr
As noted previously, James was born in 1816 in the Berwick Gaol and accompanied his mother on the Friendship
when she was transported in July 1817. James has been located in the 1822 and 1825 convict and settler lists,
but not in the 1828 census. He is featured in a few Ancestry online family trees, which I have referred to in an
attempt to chart his life.
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James was 21 when he married Margaret Jane Hutchinson on 20 March 1838 at St. James Parish Church, the
Rev. George Woodd officiating. The ceremony was witnessed by J. and Mary Duffy, both of George Street and
all four members of the wedding party were able to sign their names. Margaret was the daughter born in 1822 to
William and Jane Hutchinson, her birth registered at St. Mary’s Church. 38 William Hutchinson had arrived on the
Anne in 1810 and in January 1813 he had married 15 year old Jane Jamieson [Jammyson in the marriage
register]. As an emancipated man, William had received a grant of 50 acres in 1818.39 Sadly the young woman
now known as Margaret Jane Moen of Cumberland-street died aged 16 in 1838. From the death notice we learn
that James was a boat builder by trade, and by 1838 he was alternatively known by the surname Mohan and
Moen. Her burial was included in a list of December deaths and burials.40

It was by the name James Mohan that the very lately widowed James married for a second time, his bride being
Mary Ann Pashley. Mary Ann had been born in Sydney on 23 July 1823 to native born George Pashley, a tailor
and later publican, and Johanna (née Barrett).The marriage, registered at St. Philip’s, Sydney, took place on 18
February 1839, with the consent of the bride’s mother, and was announced in the papers two days later.41

The marriage got off to a rather shaky start, prompting James Mohan to place the following notice in the papers.42

However, they must have resolved their matrimonial difficulties because by 1841 two children had been added to
the family unit – Louisa Ellen and James Junior.43 But the notice below indicates further family troubles.44
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In the early 1840s, like so many men trades and business men, James found himself in financial difficulties. In
May 1844 a Notice to Creditors advised that James Mohan intended to apply to the Chief Commissioner of
Insolvent Estates for a Certificate to be granted to him. The public was notified by The Australian of 28 June that
James’ application had been successful.45
Over the next five years James and Mary Ann welcomed four more children – Emma, 1844; Charles, 1846, and
twins Joseph and Mary Ann (registered under the surname Monan) born on 9 July 1849.46 It is not known whether
James was able to make a reasonable living during this time. As a shipwright by trade his particular skills may not
have been in much demand during these years of economic downturn. Whatever the reason, James joined the
rush to America where he might perhaps be able to set up as a shipwright at San Francisco, or even try his luck
on the goldfields. He probably left Australia in early to mid-1849 to prepare for his family to join him, which they
did in October. It must have been a challenging undertaking for Mary Ann travelling with six children under ten.47

Three years later the family was included in the 1852 San Francisco census. Missing from the list is daughter
Mary Ann who would have been 3 years old, but William, aged 6 months, is an addition to the family.48

With no access to contemporary Californian birth and death records I can only speculate that young Mary Ann
had died either during the voyage, or shortly after the family’s arrival in San Francisco. I have not been able to
find a birth record for baby William nor for another daughter born in San Francisco about 1853-4 who was also
named Mary Ann.49
The Moen family was back in Sydney by 1856 for the birth of son George Peter – a little boy who died on 1 June
1858 and was buried at the Camperdown Cemetery. Born after him were John Thomas, (1858); another set of
twins in 1862 - Elizabeth Catherine and Walter George; and finally, Thomas, born in 1865 but who died the
following year. All these births and the death were registered at Balmain.50
The first dry-dock in Australia opened at Mort’s Dock, Balmain, and it is possible that James Moen found work
there. It was as a shipwright that he was listed in the Sands Directory, his address being given as St. Andrew’sstreet Balmain, one of the streets leading into the Mort Dock area.51
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“Dry Dock Balmain Sydney”, Samuel Thomas Gill 52

Warning bells that all was not well with James Moen were probably evident before the day in May 1866 when he
was admitted to the Darlinghurst Gaol, described as a Lunatic. On 9 June he was referred for medical treatment
and released by the Water Police Office on 18 June.53 He was again admitted to the Darlinghurst Gaol on 2
January 1867 and found to be a lunatic. He was to be sent to Tarban Creek.54 The Tarban Creek Lunatic Asylum
opened in 1838. Over time its name was changed and in 1869 it was referred to as the Hospital for the Insane,
Gladesville. It was there on 4 March 1869 that James Moen, Shipwright and Lunatic, died. As certified by the
Assistant Superintendent, apart from mania as a contributing factor, a secondary cause of death was peritonitis.
The informant could only furnish scant personal information about the man who had been an inmate at the Asylum.
There were no details on the deceased’s parents; he had been born in Ireland but how long he had been in the
colony was not recorded; and while it was thought that had been married and had fathered 13 children, any further
particulars were unknown. James Moen was only 64 when he died. He was buried on 7 March 1869 at the Balmain
Cemetery. Two of his sons – James Moen Jnr and Charles Moen – witnessed the burial.55 Mary Ann Moen outlived
James by just over twenty-three years. She was about 70 when she died on 21 June 1892 at her home at 7 Marystreet, Waterloo. A notice invited friends to attend her funeral, which moved from her residence on 23 June, and
she was buried at Rookwood General Cemetery.56
Mary Ann’s life was no different to so many of her contemporaries. Married so young, she bore thirteen children
over a span of twenty-four years, including two sets of twins. Together with her husband she had experienced the
misfortune of bankruptcy. Equally, even if she might have been a bit reluctant, she was prepared to accompany
him as he tried his luck in America. On returning to Sydney James would have had to re-establish himself while
Mary Ann managed the household and yet more children. Her life would have been made even more challenging
by James’ deteriorating mental state. Mary Ann Moen was only 45 when her husband died, leaving her with the
responsibility for the family. She may have been able to call upon the assistance of her mother (by then Mrs.
Jacob Rech) and her extended Pashley/Rech family.57 But, until and unless we can determine when Mary Dixon
(formerly Moen) died, whether or not Mary Ann’s mother-in-law was in position to help remains an unanswered.
Postscript
Through her son, and only child, James and his second wife Mary Ann Pashley, Mary Moen, albeit probably
posthumously, was a grandmother 13 times over. Briefly, the ‘rite of passage’ details of her legacy are set out in
the following table.58
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Louisa Ellen Moen
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Birth/Death
1841(?)-1895

Marriage
1 Feb 1873

St Silas Church

Spouse
William Pedley

Waterloo
James Moen Jnr

1841-1900

11 Feb 1870

Free Church of England

Ellen Drury

Brisbane Street
Emma Moen

1844-1909

13 Jul 1864

Balmain

William John Boyd

Charles Moen

1884-1884

21 Oct 1871

Free Church of England

Elizabeth McMahon

South Head Road
Mary Ann Moen

1849-bef 1852?

Joseph Moen

1849-1927

William Moen

1852-1916

1884

St Barnabas Church

Mary Heffernan

Sydney
Mary Ann Moen

1853?-1917

27 Sep 1875

St Silas Church

Charles Richard Wood

Waterloo
George Peter Moen

1856-1858

John Thomas Moen

1858-1945

8 Jul 1882

St Silas Church

Clara Bishop

Waterloo
Walter George Moen

1862-1941

1906

Sydney

Catherine Ellen Walsh

Elizabeth Catherine Moen

1862-1914

20 Dec 1890

St Paul

John Albert Edward
Cochran (widower)

Cleveland Street
Thomas Moen

1865-1866
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